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My First Day at Senior High 
 

Passage 1 – By Luo Sirun 
 

Hello! I’m a sixteen-year-old girl called Luo Sirun. I live in Lushan, a 

small town not far from Ya’an. I’m in tenth grade in senior high school, too. 

My favorite subjects are biology and English. Although I’m not good at 

speaking English, I’ll try my best to improve my spoken English. And here 

I’d like to answer your questions. 
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My first memory of school was the fascinating scenery. There were many 

trees and flowers in the school and they made the air fresh. I was amazed at 

its beauty. My favorite activity was playing ping-pong. We always played 

ping-pong in the afternoon. We all had fun. I was deeply impressed by my 

first English teacher who was fluent in English. She had a positive attitude 

towards teaching English. I was looking forward to speaking English as well 

as her. My first best friend was Guo. She was very enthusiastic. Although 

we were not in the same class, our friendship was there. 

 

Passage 2 – By Zuo Miaoling 
 

Hello. My name is Zuo Miaoling. I am 15 years old and I live in Pujiang. 

I’m in tenth grade in Senior High school. My favorite subject is English. I’m 

also studying other subjects at school. 

I’m glad to answer your questions, Martha. Now, let me tell you 

something about my first year at school. 

My first memory of school was the rooms. There were so many rooms in 

the building and almost every room was full of people. I went to my 

classroom with excitement. It was unbelievable that there were so many 

desks and chairs in such a small room! My favorite activity in first grade 

was drawing pictures. I still like drawing pictures now. And my first best 

friend was a girl called Wang Muchen. She is still my friend but not the best. 

In fact, I didn’t like my first teacher at all. In other words, I even hated her. I 

didn’t like her attitude because she often beat students. I thought she 

shouldn’t be a teacher. 
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Passage 3 – By Pan Zaixi 
 

Hello. My name is Pan Zaixi. I’m 15 years old. I live in Pujiang, a town 

not far from Chengdu. Here are my answers to your questions. 

My first memory of school was its beautiful scenery. When I first entered 

the school, I was deeply attracted by its environment. With green trees and 

different kinds of flowers everywhere, our school looked like a big garden. 

Besides, the classrooms were amazing with a special shape. They also had 

computers with a big screen. What brilliant environment it was! 

My favorite activity in first grade was playing chess. It was a good way to 

relax when I was tired. My first teacher was an enthusiastic man called 

Mr.Du. His humorous discourse made us laugh loudly. The method of 

Mr.Du is nothing like that of teachers in my previous school. When 

somebody was making mistakes, he just smiled and gave encouragement to 

them, so that they didn’t feel completely stupid. He was fluent in speaking 

English. With his help, I made great progress. 

My first best friend was a girl called Zhou Ruiqi and we were friends for 

about ten years. She was my primary school, junior high school and senior 

high school classmate. She was a top student in our class and she had a 

positive attitude to study. She was an example of me. I needed to continue 

making great efforts to catch up with her! 

 

Passage 4 – By Tony Stever 
 

Dear Martha, 
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I am very glad to receive your letter. My name is Tony, a senior high 

student in tenth grade at Pujiang high school. My favorite subject is English 

because I think English is not only a tool of communication, but I can also 

sense the beauty of another culture through English. 

In the email you sent me just now, you asked me 4 questions about the 

new school that I am studying in. Here are my answers. 

My first memory of this new school is the military training. At the 

beginning of the military training, I was not serious enough and treated it as 

an interesting game. My attitude caused so many low-level mistakes which 

made me so ashamed. After that, I realized we should put our heart into 

getting everything we do, whether it is big or small. 

In the weekdays, we will have one hour to do outdoor activities every 

afternoon. My favorite activity is to play table tennis because I think it is 

good for my eyesight. And I have also made a lot of friends who like to play 

it too. 

My first teacher is called Mr.Gao. He is our head teacher and our math 

teacher. He always explains things clearly and his humor makes the class 

lively. 

My first best friend in this class is David. He is a helpful boy. When I 

meet some problems, he is often willing to offer help as long as he is able to. 

Yours, 

Tony 
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My New Teachers 
 

Passage 1 – By Xiang Hailan 
 

My new math teacher is a kind man called Mr.Gao. He is an outgoing 

educator who is responsible for his job. Not only is he patient with students, 

but he also returns our schoolwork quickly every day. In math classes, he 

explains exactly how to deal with different kinds of math problems. Besides, 

he avoids making you feel stupid. So if you answer the questions in a wrong 
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way, he just smiles. I think I can do well in the exams with Mr.Gao teaching 

me. 

 

Passage 2 – By Luo Xiaoyan 
 

My new physics teacher is a man called Mr.Money. He is my favorite 

teacher because he is very enthusiastic, responsible and amusing. He has got 

so much energy and this is one class you do not fall asleep in. He is about 

35, I think. He tells us something interesting when he gets excited. As a 

result, some students admit liking him. In a word, he is such a good teacher 

that I respect him. 

 

Passage 3 – By Zuo Miaoling 
 

They say that first impressions are very important. My first impression of 

Mr.Gao was that he was kind and experienced. So he is. His method of 

teaching is nothing like that of the teachers in my junior high school. The 

math problems are becoming more and more difficult, but he can explain 

them very clearly. I think he’s a good teacher because he makes everyone in 

the class understand. He also returns our homework very quickly so that we 

can correct our mistakes in time. Besides, the discipline in his class is good 

(better than that in Chinese class). He is not too strict. I don’t like doing 

math problems, but I think I will make progress with Mr.Gao teaching me. 

I’m looking forward to getting good marks in the future! 
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Passage 4 – By Chen Yunxin 
 

My new physics teacher is a man called Mr.Money. He’s been only 

teaching us physics for three weeks and he’s already very popular. I think 

this is because he is energetic and amusing. He seems to be knowledgeable 

about almost everything. We really appreciate him because his teaching is so 

well organized and clear. His lessons are always interesting and lively so 

that he keeps us interested and we won’t fall asleep! He uses different types 

of material to explain exactly what is happening and as a result, my work is 

improving. He is also willing to help his students outside of class. Physics 

will never be my favorite lesson, but I think that I’ll do well in the exam 

with Mr.Money teaching me. 

 

Passage 5 – By Ren Xiaoli 
 

They say that first impressions are important, but I think it is wrong and 

you can see why. My first impression of our new physics teacher, Mr.Qian, 

was that he was a serious and strict teacher. But in fact, he isn’t at all. In 

other words, he is very amusing and enthusiastic. He said he is not only 

handsome but also a teacher who teaches physics very well. He is so 

humorous and outgoing a teacher that he becomes popular among the 

students and we all like talking with him. 

Mr.Qian is patient with us because he can teach us one thing, again and 

again, to make sure that everyone understands what he has said before or 

answer you immediately and explain clearly when you have problems with 
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your study. If you get bad grades, he will encourage you in a humorous way 

to avoid making you feel embarrassed. 

I like my new physics teacher very much and I’m looking forward to 

making progress with his teaching. 

 

Passage 6 – By Zhou Qinghong 
 

It has been 21 days since I became a senior high school student. 

Gradually, I am used to studying in senior high and I also get used to the 

new teachers. 

My new English teacher is a kind woman called Ms.Luo. I think she is 

one of the most special teachers that I have ever met. I still remember that 

she introduced herself in an unforgettable way. She talked about her two 

hobbies- one is reading, the other is traveling. I do like these two things, but 

I don’t regard them as my real hobbies. As a result, I admitted liking her at 

that time. She is such a brilliant teacher that I look forward to having her 

class every day. At the same time, I’m very surprised at her fluency in 

spoken English. Evert class I listen to her very carefully. In my opinion, it’s 

enjoyable to listen to her class. Of course, I’m making my efforts to practice 

speaking, as I hope that I can speak English as beautifully as my English 

teacher one day. And I’m sure I’ll make progress with Ms.Luo’s help. 
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My First Time to Do Something 
 

Passage 1 – By Cao Yuhan 
 

I can remember my first visit to the zoo. When I was 8 years old, I went to 

the zoo with my grandmother. The weather was sunny and very hot, but it 

was cool in the zoo because there were a lot of trees and bamboos on either 

side of the road. At first, I saw a lazy lion sleeping under the tree, I tried to 

wake up him but it didn’t work. Then I saw two cute pandas playing happily. 
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I also saw a white tiger. She was so beautiful that I took a lot of photos with 

her. 

In the afternoon, we finished the trip. When I got on the bus and sat on my 

seat, a bear came and hit the window. He looked friendly，so I gave him a 

candy. He ate it and then ran away. What an interesting trip! 

 

Passage 2 – By Liu Lian 
My First Long-Distance Journey 
 

When I was two, I had my first long-distance journey. It was the Spring 

Festival and we were about to go back to my father’s hometown, Anhui 

Province. My parents decided to take the train and when we were at the 

railway station, they felt a little nervous because there were crowds of 

people looking differently and some even looked like bad guys. When the 

train arrived at the station, people suddenly started to rush and some of them 

even climbed in through the window. My father soon had an idea, he helped 

my mom climb inside the train and passed me to her. Then he rushed to the 

door of the train and all of a sudden, he shouted loudly “Hei!” and at that 

time everyone was shocked and stopped to find out what happened, then my 

father got on the train easily. How funny! 

 

Passage 3 – By Bao Anqi 
 

When I was six years old, I traveled to Hangzhou for the first time with 

my parents. We went there by train as it was much cheaper. And besides the 
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price, the most enjoyable thing to travel on a train was that we could 

appreciate the gorgeous scenery along the way. We had great fun in 

Hangzhou. The friendly people and delicious food made a deep impression 

on me. Two weeks later, we came back home by plane. Although it was 

faster, I felt bored on the plane. On the whole, this trip was unforgettable. 

How I wish to go there again! 

 

Passage 4 – By Chen Yunxin 
 

I will never forget the first time I traveled a long distance by train when I 

was thirteen years old. I went with my parents from Sichuan to Yunnan. We 

spent two days and nights in total on the train. I think it’s interesting to meet 

new people and make new friends on the train, but my mother didn’t allow 

me to talk to strangers. She thought I was too young to look after myself. 

But my dad encouraged me to talk more with others. With my dad’s 

encouragement, I seized the opportunity and made some new friends who 

were at the same age. We saw beautiful scenery along the way. When we got 

off, we were tired but very excited. The next day was a beautiful day. I 

visited many towns on foot with my friends and we took many photos there. 

It took us a week to stay there. I found the local people were very 

enthusiastic because when we got lost, they helped us a lot. 

When we came back, we took a plane. The plane is faster and more 

comfortable. But I still can’t forget my first ride on a train. 

 



 
12 

 

Passage 5 – By Wang Xin 
My First Time to Ride a Bicycle 
 

When I was 8 years old, my brother got a bicycle that my uncle sent him 

for his 10th birthday. I liked the bicycle very much. I thought it was 

convenient and riding it was faster than walking on foot. If I wanted to travel 

a short distance like going to visit my father’s home, I could ride a bicycle. 

So, I asked my brother to teach me to ride a bicycle 

It was a fine day when I got on the bicycle for the first time. I felt amazed. 

“How amazing the bicycle is!” I said. Then I started to ride. When I rode the 

bicycle, my brother was running behind to hold it to make sure I was safe. 

After a period of time, when he thought I had already learned how to ride a 

bicycle well, he stopped running and let me ride alone. But I didn’t learn to 

do that at that time. I fell down with the bicycle. 

I was so painful that I said I would never learn to ride it again. But my 

brother told me “Never give up! You should try!” Because of his 

encouragement, I tried it over and over again. At last, I learned to ride a 

bike. 

I was so happy. I will never forget this experience! 

 

Passage 6 – By Tony Stever 
 

Do you have an experience of riding a bike? With the growing number of 

cars in the city, the transportation has become more and busier. As a result, 

people would prefer to ride a bike instead of driving a car to avoid the traffic 
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jams. And by riding a bike, we can also make a contribution to the 

environment. 

So, you can see there are so many advantages of riding a bike. If you 

don’t know how to ride a bike, I advise you to learn it immediately! As for 

me, my first experience of riding a bike is very unforgettable. 

At the age of 5, I determined to learn to ride. My father was willing to 

spare me one hour every afternoon to teach me to ride. 

When I first got on the bike, I was not able to keep balance. I felt very 

nervous and fell to the ground. However, my father didn’t come to help me 

but stood there and asked me to stand up by myself. 

I was so angry that I shouted at him. To my surprise, he didn’t get mad 

but walked to me with a smile on his face. “Tony, your life is just like 

learning to ride. On the way to success, you will meet so many challenges 

and nobody will stop to help you. The only thing you can do is to solve the 

problems in front of you by yourself. Only then will you have the chance to 

reach success!” He said slowly but energetically. Although I could not 

understand his words completely at that time, I still sensed a kind of power 

through them. 

After that, I practiced riding day after day and never gave up although the 

number of falling down is more than I can remember! Finally, I could ride a 

bike as fast as my father did! 

This experience is a pretty good lesson for me. Just like what my father 

said, life is full of challenges and we should keep trying and never give up! 
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Fine Arts - Western, Chinese and 
Pop Arts 
 

Passage 1 – By Cao Zhilun 
 

Everyone agrees that traditional Chinese paintings are very beautiful. One 

reason is that Chinese painting is known for its brush drawings in black inks 

and natural colors. The other reason is that Chinese painters try to show the 

reality of the subjects. For example, Xu Beihong is famous for his lively 
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painting of horses. That’s why the traditional Chinese painting is very 

beautiful. 

 

Passage 2 – By Luo Sirun 
 

Everyone agrees that traditional Chinese paintings are very beautiful. 

Here are some reasons. First, traditional Chinese painting is painted with 

brush and ink. Second, the Chinese painting is interesting and varied. 

Besides, there are many famous painters like Qi Baishi and Xu Beihong who 

aimed to show reality but not just imitate it. As a result, their paintings are 

quite alive. 

 

Passage 3 – By Xiang Huabin 
 

Everyone agrees that traditional Chinese paintings are very beautiful. 

Chinese painting is known for its brush drawings in black inks and natural 

colors. The objects or people in traditional Chinses style are lively and 

realistic. Many Chinese painters observe the world very carefully because 

they aim to show reality. The paintings by them are delightful and natural. 

So many people are fond of traditional Chinese paintings. 

 

Passage 4 – By Liu Xinhui 
 

Everyone agrees that traditional Chinese paintings are very beautiful. I 

also think so. 
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First, the traditional Chinese painting is known for its brush drawings in 

black inks and natural colors. Besides, the traditional Chinese painting is 

closer to reality and easier to understand while some western modern 

paintings are too abstract to be understood. What’s more, there are many 

famous traditional Chinese painters. One of them is Qi Baishi while another 

one is Xu Beihong-one of China’s best-known painters. Both of them 

painted in the traditional Chinese style and had a beautiful brush line. 

So how can we dislike the traditional Chinese painting? 

 

Passage 5 – By Bao Anqi 
 

Everyone agrees that traditional Chinese paintings are very beautiful. Not 

only in China, but also in other foreign countries, Chinese paintings can 

attract people’s eyes easily. In fact, there are some reasons for its popularity 

and fame. 

First of all, Chinese painters have developed an interest in observing 

nature in different ways. As a result, the wonderful works painted by these 

artists are very delightful. Here is an example – the shrimps painted by QI 

Baishi. They are so lively that they seem to come out of the painting and into 

the room! Besides this, the tools the Chinese painters use is very special. 

Unlike western artists, Chinese painters painted with a soft brush and black 

inks to paint landscapes instead of using the oil paint. While they are 

painting, they add their own imagination to the work that aims to show the 

life of a subject. How wonderful it is! 



 
17 

 

So, without a doubt, more and more people fall in love with Chinese 

paintings. I’m sure Chinese paintings will be more and more popular in the 

world! 

Some people say that it isn’t half as important as science. This is 

absolutely nonsense! In fact, art is so powerful that it not only provides us 

with beauty but also has a big effect on people’s life. Let me give you an 

example. 

The oil painting Memory of My Hometown – Two Bridges was painted 

by a famous contemporary Chinese artist Chen Yifei in the early 1980s. 

Chen was studying in America for his master’s degree then. He wanted to 

express his love for his hometown. Although he was born in Zhejiang 

Province, he was deeply impressed by the scene in Zhouzhuang, a small 

poor town in Jiangsu Province which he had visited before. Unknown to the 

outside world, Zhouzhuang is a town surrounded by water, whose scene is 

quite similar to that of his hometown in Zhejiang. So he painted this picture. 

When the painting was on show at an exhibition, it was bought by a very 

rich American businessman, who gave it to Deng Xiaoping as a gift when he 

came to visit China. Deeply impressed by the beautiful scenery of 

Zhouzhuang shown in the painting, Deng told the central government to put 

a lot of money into developing this town. As a result, Zhouzhuang has 

become a well- known tourist attraction and attracts millions of tourists from 

all over the world, bringing in over 700 million yuan a year from its tourism 

every year. 

So, you can see, art is as important as science because it can greatly 

improve people’s life. 
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Continue A Story, I 
 

Pre… 
 

When my son, Mark, was the third grade, he saved all his pocket money 

for over three months to buy holiday gifts. The third Saturday in December 

Mark said he made his list and had twenty dollars in his pocket. I drove him 

to a nearby supermarket. Mark picked up a hand basket and went in while I 

waited and watched in the car. It took Mark over 45 minutes to choose his 
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gifts. Finally, he came to the checkout counter and reached into his pocket 

for his money. 

 

Passage 1 – By Wan Zili 
 

It was not there! Mark couldn’t find his pocket money! He was very 

nervous. And he looked for it everywhere, with his tears running down. I 

went to him and asked him what happened. He told me everything words by 

word. Suddenly I came up with an idea. I gave the money to him and told 

him, “you have left your money here. Did you forget it?” He looked at me in 

surprise. 

Mark took the money, dried his tears and paid for the things. When we got 

home that day, Mark began to save money again. I asked him why. He said, 

“Dad, I know you helped me”. 

 

Passage 2 – By Xiang Hailan 
 

David Bates has a telescope for five years. But he first saw aliens on the 

moon three months ago. Last night, he said he saw aliens were getting out of 

a spaceship. Then he was happy to go the police station. When he got to the 

police station, he told the policemen about the aliens. However, whatever he 

said, the policemen didn’t believe him. So he had to carry his telescope to 

the police station to prove what he said was true. 

When he brought the telescope to the police station, the policemen came 

to look through it. Just like Mr. Bates, they saw “aliens” too. The policemen 
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also wanted to see other planets, so he adjusted the direction of the 

telescope. To his surprise, however he adjusted, there were “aliens”. So, he 

thought there was something wrong with the telescope. Finally, he found 

three insects that were caught in the eyepiece, and they were trying to get out 

of it. That meant what David Bates saw were not aliens but three insects! 

 

Passage 3 – By Xiang Huabin 
 

David Bates bought a telescope when he was ten years old. David likes 

using his telescope to look at the moon. When he was fifteen, he first saw 

aliens on the moon. So he thought there are possibly aliens in the universe. 

One day, he saw aliens and their spaceship. He decided to go to the police 

station and told them about this. But the policemen neither believed in aliens 

nor believed him. “Aliens? They are impossible! You must be joking! I 

advise you to have your eyes examined”. 

 

Passage 4 – By Chen Yunxin 
 

David Bates has had a telescope for about ten years. As an amateur 

astronomer, he used the telescope to observe the beautiful planets and stars. 

The first time he saw aliens on the moon was two years ago. But last night, 

he said he saw aliens again. Many people didn’t believe him, so he went to 

the police station. 

“You can’t be serious!” 
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“That’s true! I didn’t lie!” 

“Ok. Can you give me more information?” 

“Last night, while I was looking at the moon through my telescope, I saw 

aliens on the moon. They were getting out of a spaceship.” 

“Well, can you give me a description of their appearance?” 

“In fact, I didn’t see them clearly. Maybe they have green skin and big 

eyes or look like animals, right?” 

“Well, I admire your imagination. Have you been watching the news on 

TV or newspaper?” 

“ No, I just write my articles every day in my room.” 

“ It seems that you should know more about the news. Yesterday was 

October 17, 2016. Shenzhou XI in China was sent up to the moon!” 

 

Passage 5 – By Ren Xiaoli 
 

Amateur astronomer David Bates was looking at the moon through his 

telescope last night when he suddenly saw aliens on the moon! No one else 

saw the aliens, so not many people believe Mr. Bates. 

David Bates has had a telescope for 10 years. It is really old. Since then, 

he has often looked at the moon on a bright moon night. The first time he 

saw aliens on the moon was five years ago. Last night, while he was looking 

at the sky through his telescope, he saw something strange moving on the 



 
22 

 

moon. “Aliens!” he thought at that time. One night he saw the aliens again. 

But he went to the police station this time. When he arrived there, a 

policeman was busy with his daily work. “Hello, Sir!” said David Bates. “I 

saw aliens again! You must trust me!” The policemen went to his home and 

looked at the telescope carefully. “I’m sorry to tell you that they are not 

aliens at all. We have observed it. It is just because of the foggy weather that 

there is dust in your telescope!” 
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A Film Review 
 

Passage 1 – By Du Xinwei 
 

Wall-E is an enjoyable 3D animation film for which Andrew Stanton 

serves as the main director. It came out in the USA in 2008 and it had a big 

reputation at that time. Besides, for this film, Andrew won an Oscar, 

Hollywood’s highest prize. 
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The film is set in the distant future when the earth is full of rubbish. No 

one lives on the earth except a robot called Wall- E, who is left to clean the 

rubbish. One day, Wall- E meets a female robot called EVE and falls in love 

with her. In order to save her, Wall-E climbs onto the spaceship which 

catches EVE and then he has a wonderful and exciting journey in space. In 

the end, humans realize the importance of saving the earth, so they come 

back and start planting trees. 

I was deeply attracted by this meaningful film. The name of the movie-

Wall- E, has another deeper meaning: Waste Allocation Load Lifters- Earth. 

It’s our duty to reuse our limited resources and make our home more 

beautiful. So, go to do a small thing to protect our earth from now on! 

 

Passage 2 – By Qin Ziyi 
 

The Pixar film Wall- E was created in 2008. It’s an entertaining and 

moving film about robots. 

In the future, about 800 years later, our earth is covered with trash and 

there is a garbage collecting robot called Wall- E. Wall- E and his friend 

cockroach live on the earth, and other people have left the earth and live in a 

large spaceship. One day Eve, a reconnaissance robot, comes to find a plant. 

Wall-E falls in love with Eve and follows her to the spaceship. They beat the 

spacecraft automatic control system and help people to return to the earth. 

Wall- E and Eve are brave. This film tells us that it’s important to protect 

the environment. 
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Passage 3 – By An Ran 
 

On Saturday, we watched the movie called Wall-E. You can’t imagine 

how wonderful this movie is! 

This is a science fiction film produced by Pixar Animation Studios and 

directed by Andrew Stanton. It grossed $534 million worldwide, won the 

2008 Oscar Award for Best Animated Film. In my opinion, it is a 

masterpiece. 

This movie came out in 2008 and this story takes place in about 2805. At 

that time, the earth is covered with rubbish. There are no people on the earth 

but a robot called Wall-E. And this story follows the robot. 

Wall- E is a robot that is designed to clean up the waste covered earth. He 

is full of courage and is so brave that he helps people in that spaceship to 

come back to the earth. And another robot called Eve is the character that 

interests me most. Finally, Wall-E and Eve are in love with each other. 

From the movie, we get the idea that protecting the earth is so necessary 

and we should take action to do it now. There are also some deeper 

meanings behind the movie, which make the movie well worth watching. 

 

Passage 4 – By Zhang Xinyi 
 

Cartoon films are always interesting and I’m going to tell you about a 

cartoon film called Wall-E. 
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The story takes place in 2810. The earth is polluted and people move to a 

spaceship called the Truth. The main character Wall- E and his friend still 

work on Earth and their work is to press rubbish into a square and then put 

them in order. But as time goes by, his friends are broken, that means, there 

is only one robot on Earth. He is very lonely and there is only a cockroach 

which stays with him. 

One day, a big spaceship sends another robot onto the earth. She is a very 

cute girl called Eve. When Wall- E tries so many times, they become 

friends. He takes Eve to his home and gives her many things. But when he 

takes out the plant he has found by chance, Eve robs him of it. When the big 

spaceship comes back to take her away, Wall- E catches the spaceship and 

goes to the truth with her. 

The people there are very lazy. They sit in their own seats and the seats 

can move in a single orbit. They don’t need to do anything except giving 

directions to their own robots. The captain is one of these people. But when 

the captain gets the plant, he thinks of the beauty of the earth and he thinks 

he must take his people back to the earth and make the earth green again. 

They overcome many difficulties and succeed in coming back. Wall- E and 

Eve fall in love with each other and they stay together forever. 

Wall- E is such an excellent film directed by Andrew Stanton, a 

distinguished director that I like a lot. The plot and the design of the film are 

very beautiful. 

Films like this are well worth seeing. Go and see Wall- E. It’ll make your 

heart leap with excitement and its beauty, and you’ll know the importance of 

protecting the earth. 
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Passage 5 – By Xiang Xinyang 
 

Zootopia is a 3D animation directed by Byron Howard. Before the film 

came out, it already had a big reputation and it’s extremely successful. 

The movie tells a story about animals. In a city where all animals live 

happily together, a rabbit named Judy, who comes from the countryside, 

dreams of becoming a policewoman. She succeeds in achieving her dream 

by working hard. On her way to success, she meets many friends and 

overcomes many difficulties by working together with her friends. 

Zootopia is a wonderful motivational film. It is not only a masterpiece in 

the area of 3D animations, but also encourages the teenager to achieve their 

dream no matter how difficult the way to success is. What we should do is to 

work hard to be brave enough to face and overcome the difficulties along the 

way and we can succeed in the end. 

 

Passage 6 – By Tony Stever 
 

The Martian, which came out on November 25th, 2015, is a science 

fiction worth watching. This film was directed by Ridley Scott, based on 

Andy Weir’s 2011 novel the Martian. The main character of the film, Mark 

Watney, was left alone on the Mars by mistake. This film tells of how he 

survived and came back to the earth. 

In 2035, a crew coming from NASA was sent to the Mars for the first 

time. But unluckily, during their tasks on the Mars, an unexpected and heavy 

windstorm hit them. They had to stop working and go back to their 
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spacecraft. During their return, Mark Watney was hit by a piece of metal and 

it destroyed the life detector on his spacesuit. His crew all believed he was 

dead, so they took off from the Mars without Mark. 

After several hours, Mark was woken up by the low oxygen warn on his 

space suit. He stood up and sadly found that his crew had already left. With 

heavy footsteps, he went back to the base of operations- a place where the 

astronauts work on another planet. He realized that the resources in their 

base were limited and he had to do something to save himself. He searched 

the base and was surprised to find there were some fresh potatoes. So he 

came up with the idea of growing potatoes on the Mars. Finally, he got in 

touch with NASA who sent back the crew to pick him up. 

Two hundred and twenty- five million kilometers between the Mars and 

the earth, with no human being around, Mark managed to survive depending 

on himself. “At some point, everything is going wrong, but you can never 

think that way,” Mark said. 

I was deeply impressed with Mark’s courage and his spirit of never giving 

up. He is a good example for all of us. It’s a wonderful film and I think 

everyone will enjoy it. 
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Introduce A City 
 

Passage 1 – By An Ran 
 

Beijing is the capital of China. It is situated in the north of China. It is one 

of the most beautiful and busiest cities in China. Beijing has a population of 

21.729 million. It covers an area of 16.41 thousand square kilometers. It has 

a history of 3,000 years, so there are many places of interest. The most 

popular place for tourists is the Great Wall. Beijing is visited by many 
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people every year because of that. But on the other hand, it is also famous 

for its well-known universities and high-tech companies. It is the only city to 

hold the summer and winter Olympics. It is known as the center of national 

politics, culture, and economy in China. And I believe that it will be better 

and better little by little. In conclusion, Beijing is a gorgeous city that will 

not disappoint you. When you come, you will fall in love with it. 

 

Passage 2 – By Zhou Ruiqi 
 

Do you know which city will be the first to hold both the Winter 

Olympics and the Summer Olympics? Yes, it is Beijing, the capital city of 

China. Situated in the northeast of China, Beijing covers an area of 16,410 

square kilometers and has a population of 21.729 million. 

Beijing is an ancient city with a history of 3,000 years.One of Beijing’s 

most famous landmarks is the Great Wall which was built in the Qin 

Dynasty. On the other hand, Beijing is known as the center of politics, 

culture, and economy. With the development of technology, the number of 

high-tech companies has increased little by little. One of China’s best 

schools, Beijing University, is also located in Beijing. 

 

Passage 3 – By Xie Siran 
 

As we all know, Beijing, situated in the northeast of China, is known as 

the capital of China. It is the political, cultural and economic center. Beijing 
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covers an area of 16.41 thousand square kilometers and has a population of 

21.729 million. 

Beijing is an ancient city with a 300-year history. On the other hand, it is 

also a modern city that has many high-tech companies. Beijing also has 

some famous universities such as Qinghua University and Beijing 

University. 

Beijing is a good place for tourists because of its places of interest and 

beautiful buildings. It is visited by a lot of tourists every year. It is a unique 

city because it has held the Olympics in summer and it will also hold the 

Olympics in winter. 
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Developed and Developing 
Countries 
 

Passage 1 – By Fei Jingwen 
 

Do you think Shanghai is similar to Chicago? In fact, they are twin cities. 

However, there are some differences between them. Shanghai is situated 

on the coast of China while Chicago is located on the southern shore of Lake 

Michigan, in the central northern region of US. The climate in Shanghai is 
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warm and pleasant all year round. However, it is cold and wet with the 

temperature between -110C and -200C while it is hot and wet in summer 

with the temperature between270c and 320C. in Chicago. And Shanghai has 

a much larger population than Chicago. Shanghai has nearly twenty million 

inhabitants while Chicago only has a population of 2.9 million. 

But they also have something in common. They are both very attractive 

and they are visited by lots of tourists. Both of them are the industrial and 

financial center. Shanghai has two airports and Chicago has the second 

busiest airport in the US. Each of them has a large number of high-rise 

buildings. Chicago was founded in 1802 as a military fort and trading village 

while Shanghai started as a small village in the eleventh century. They 

developed a lot in recent years. Now both of them are good places for 

entertainment. Shanghai has a Disneyland while Chicago has lots of 

museums and a pleasure port on the lake. 

Well, every city has its own features and I think each of the twin cities is 

worth visiting. 

 

Passage 2 – By An Ran 
 

Shanghai and Chicago are both gorgeous cities. Although the two cities 

have something in common, they are also different from each other in some 

ways. 

Shanghai is situated on the coast and it is also close to the east coast. 

However, Chicago is in the central northern region of US, located on 

southern shore of Lake Michigan. Chicago has a population of 2.9 million 
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people, while Shanghai has nearly 20 million inhabitants. So Shanghai has a 

much larger population than Chicago. And Shanghai has a longer history 

than Chicago. Shanghai started as a small fishing village in the eleventh 

century, but Chicago was founded in 1802 as a military fort and trading 

village. In Chicago, it is cold and wet in winter with a temperature between -

110C and – 200C, and it is hot and wet in summer with a temperature 

between 270c and 320C. However, in Shanghai, it is very different because 

the weather there is warm and pleasant. 

On the other hand, here are some similarities between the two cities. They 

are the industrial and financial centers. 

Shanghai has one of the busiest airports in its country. So does Chicago. 

Chicago has the second busiest airport in the US. Chicago has many tourist 

attractions, such as museums, high-rise buildings and a pleasure port on the 

lake. And Shanghai, which is a lively and crowded port, has many high-rise 

buildings, just like Chicago. 

In short, Shanghai and Chicago are of beauty and fascination. Each of 

them is attractive and is worth a visit. 

 

Passage 3 – By Luo Xiaoyan 
 

Although Shanghai and Chicago are very different cities, they still have 

some similarities. Let me tell you something about them. 

On the one hand, Shanghai is on the east coast of China while Chicago is 

located on the northern shore of Lake Michigan and in the central northern 
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region of the US. The climate in Shanghai is warm and pleasant all year 

round while Chicago is cold and wet with the temperature between -110C 

and -200C and hot and wet in summer with a temperature of between 270c 

and 320C. Shanghai has a much larger population than Chicago. It has 

nearly 20 million inhabitants while Chicago only has 2.9 million inhabitants. 

Shanghai is also a crowded city with a lot more traffic while Chicago is the 

second busiest airport in the US which is famous for its pleasure port on the 

lake. Shanghai started as a small fishing village in the 11th century while 

Chicago was founded in 1802 as a military fort and trading village. 

On the other hand, Shanghai and Chicago are both very attractive and 

they are visited by a lot of tourists every year. They are both famous for their 

high- rise buildings and museums and they are both industrial and financial 

centers. 

In a word, different cities have their own attractions and advantages but 

they still have something in common. 

 

Passage 4 – By Xiang Xinyang 
 

Although Shanghai and Chicago are two cities which are very different 

from each other, they are both very attractive and they are both popular with 

a lot of tourists from all over the world. 

Shanghai is on the coast while Chicago is situated on the southern shore 

of Lake Michigan, in the central northern region of the US. In Shanghai, it’s 

warm and pleasant all year-round while in Chicago, the climate is 

changeable, because it’s cold and wet in winter with the temperature 
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between -110C and -200C and hot and wet in summer with a temperature of 

between270c and 320C. 

Shanghai is a lively, crowded city with a lot of high- rise buildings. But 

Chicago is more modern, for it’s the industrial and financial center and it has 

the second busiest airport in the US. However, the development in both 

cities is very fast. 

Shanghai has a much larger population than Chicago, it has nearly 20 

million inhabitants while Chicago only has 2.9 million. As a result, Shanghai 

is a more crowded city with a lot of traffic. And Chicago was founded in 

1802 as a military fort and trading village while Shanghai started as a small 

fishing village in the 11th century. 

But both of them have museums, high- rise buildings. Chicago has a 

pleasure port on the lake and Shanghai has a Disneyland. 

All in all, each of them has some distinctive features and is worth a visit. 
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Life in the Future 
 

Passage 1 – By Luo Xiaoyan 
 

With the fast development of our lively country, I believe that my life will 

be very different in twenty years. 

I’ll be 36 years old by then. I will definitely be a surgeon in a hospital. 

And I will carry out operations by controlling the robots. This way, it will be 

less painful for the patients. Maybe I’ll probably have two lovely children. I 
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will take them to the amusement park with my husband on the weekend. 

And my husband will buy us some ice-cream. What’s more, I will definitely 

travel all over the world with my husband. 

To make my dream come true, I must study harder from now on! 

 

Passage 2 – By Wu Liqiong 
 

I don’t know what will happen in the future, but I’m sure that my life will 

change a lot in 20 years. 

My dream is to be a doctor, so I will probably be working in a hospital in 

20 years. It may be very hard, but it is my dream. So I am going to learn 

more about medicine and know more about medicinal plants. And as I grow 

up, I will probably get married. 

Then I will live in a peaceful place, where there will be may plant 

outdoors and I can draw trees and the beautiful scenery. In my free time, I 

will take some exercise, such as running or climbing. I will also travel to 

some interesting places and some historical sites. 

Hopefully, I will have a happy life in the future. 

 

Passage 3 – By Tony Stever 
 

The weather today is fine. Sunlight travels from the blue sky to the ground 

and goes through the window. Time is just like an hourglass, peacefully… I 
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am sitting in my small balcony, thinking about what my life will be like in 

the future. 

In 2020, I will be studying in SISU (Shanghai International Studies 

University). The reason why I want to study there is that I want to be an 

English teacher. And I think that English will be much more important than 

it is now. I will work hard to be a good teacher, and let my students fall in 

love with English and feel confident about their English wherever they are. 

In addition to being a teacher, I will also do some part-time jobs, so that I 

can give my future family a more colorful life. Maybe I will open a shop 

online or set up a small Internet project to make more money. 

In 2025, I will marry a girl. She may not be as beautiful as Angela Baby, 

but I think she must be kind and tender. Also, she must be good at children’s 

education. In our free time, we will travel around the world. We will admire 

the beautiful sunrise and sunset together hand in hand… I will also set up a 

website to record our daily life bit by bit to show our love for each other. 

In 2030, my wife and I will give birth to our child called little Tony in 

China. We’ll accompany our child through a happy childhood. And After his 

16-year-old birthday, he will be sent to the United State for further 

education, so that he can know more about the world… 

Life is short, and we can’t afford to waste a minute. In order to achieve 

my dream, I must work hard from now on. And whenever I think about my 

future family, I will be full of power. 

That is some of my dreams. What about your dreams for the future? Write 

me at example@example.com. 



 
40 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Traffic Jam 
 

Passage 1 – By Chen Xinran 
 

There are many traffic problems in Pujiang. First, the streets are narrow. 

What’s more, the roadworks are too slow and they take up too much space 

on the narrow roads. As a result, there are lots of traffic jams. Second, there 

are no bus or bicycle lanes in our town, which means even buses will get 

stuck in the traffic jams and there are lots of accidents with cyclists. Third, 
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many people disobey the traffic rules. For example, some drivers may 

change their direction suddenly and people cross the roads when lights are 

red. 

To solve the problems, there is much to be done. The government should 

make the road wider and build the bus lanes and bicycle lanes. The workers 

should speed up the roadworks. The policemen can find the people who 

disobey the traffic rules. And people should be taught to obey the rules. 

 

Passage 2 – By Fei Jingwen 
 

Traffic problems occur in cities which are growing fast. But even small 

cities such as my hometown Pujiang suffer. 

There are lots of traffic problems in my hometown. First, the roadworks 

go on very slowly and take up too much time. As a result, there are lots of 

traffic jams. Second, there are no bus lanes. This means that buses get stuck 

in traffic jams, too. Third, there is no room for bicycle lanes. So there are 

lots of accidents with cyclists. Fourth, people always disobey traffic rules. 

There are some solutions to these problems. First, the workers should 

speed up their work. Second, why not widen the street to build bus lanes and 

bicycle lanes? Third, we should teach the people who disobey traffic rules. 

And it is also a good idea to find them. 

I believe that everyone will get into the center of town in a good mood if 

we solve these problems. 
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Passage 3 – By Jiang Yu`ning 
 

The traffic problem in our town is serious. The town is old and the streets 

are narrow, so there is no room for bus lanes and bicycle lanes. This means 

that buses always get stuck in traffic jams. Also, there are many accidents 

with cyclists. And there are some roadworks on the main street. They repair 

the street slowly. As a result, traffic can easily become congested near the 

roadworks. 

There are some solutions to these problems. The government should 

widen the streets and build bus lanes and bicycle lanes. It’s a good idea to 

build some underground parks. And there should be more policemen to 

direct the traffic. The roadworks should speed up in order not to cause traffic 

jams. I hope that these solutions could help people travel in a good mood. 

 

Passage 4 – By Li Jiangsong 
 

With the development of society, many people have their own cars. As a 

result, traffic jams are becoming more and more serious in our cities, which 

has caught the public’s attention. 

There are a great many reasons for this problem. Firstly, the streets are 

narrow. There are not enough roads to allow many cars to run at the same 

time. And the roadworks going on very slowly. Secondly, the increase of 

private cars is the main cause of the crowded roads. Thirdly, some people 

disobey traffic rules. For example, some drivers may change their direction 
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suddenly and people cross the road when lights are red. Another cause 

involves little public transport. 

To solve these problems, the following suggestions might work. Instead 

of driving cars, people should take buses or travel by bicycles. And the 

government should also pay more attention to the improvement of public 

transportation, such as opening up more bus routes, building more 

footbridges or subways and so on. But the most important thing is that 

people should be educated to obey traffic rules. 

 

Passage 5 – By Tony Stever 
 

With the development of the economy in Pujiang, more and more cars 

have appeared on the road, which caused a lot of problems. 

First, the roads in Pujiang are too narrow to let a car pass as our 

government set too many car parks on both sides of the road. Second, 

roadworks usually take a long time to finish. And the most serious problem 

is that some drivers and pedestrians don’t obey the traffic rules, which badly 

influenced the traffic. 

However, it is easy to solve the problems above. As for the narrow roads, 

I think the local government should give up the car parks along the way. 

Instead, they can build a parking lot at a particular place for cars, so that our 

roads will be much wider. In order to finish the roadworks more quickly, we 

can employ more workers to do the work at the same time. As for the last 

problem, I think all of us should work together to tell the people who don’t 
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obey the traffic rules about the dangers of breaking the traffic rules so that 

they can realize their mistakes and correct them. 

 

Passage 6 – By Luo Sirun 
 

With the development of society, almost every family has their own cars, 

so traffic is more and more crowded. Even in Pujiang, a small county, the 

traffic is much more crowded than before. 

There are four factors which contribute to this problem. First, the increase 

of private cars is the main cause of the problem. Second, some roads are too 

narrow to run on. Third, many roads are under repair. What’s more, some 

drivers always overtake and some pedestrians always cross the road when 

the traffic light is still red. 

To solve the problems, there is much to be done. First, people should try 

to take public transport instead of driving. Second, the government should 

widen the roads. Third, the workers need to increase the speed of their work. 

Fourth, the transport policemen should fine and educate the people who 

disobey the rules. 

I believe that if we can do like this, the traffic will improve a lot. 
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British and American English 
 

Passage 1 – By Cao Yuhan 
 

In my opinion, British English is the best variety of English to learn. Here 

are four reasons. 

First, as the “original” variety of English, British English is used by 

millions of people. Second, since British English is the language of 

Shakespeare and other great writers, it’s popular with many readers. What’s 
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more, because BBC and many international newspapers use it, British 

English seems more formal and academic. Fourth, if you learn British 

English, it will be easier to learn other varieties of English. 

In conclusion, British English is the best variety of English, and we 

should learn English well, as English is an international language. 

 

Passage 2 – By Deng Yuxin 
 

In my opinion, British English is the best variety of English. Here are four 

reasons. 

First, British English is the original variety of the language. Other 

varieties of English now used all come from it. Second, it is the language of 

Shakespeare and other great writers. Third, BBC and many international 

newspapers use it. Last, British English is the most difficult variety of 

English to learn. So if we learn it well, it will become easier for us to 

understand other varieties of English. 

According to these reasons, I think British English is the best variety of 

English to learn. 

 

Passage 3 – By Chen Yiwen 
 

In my opinion, World English is the best variety of English. Here are four 

reasons. 



 
47 

 

First, World English is neither British nor American, so it’s easier for 

most people to learn. Second, British or American English’s accent belongs 

to one group of people, but World English belongs to the whole world. 

Third, World English’s accent is not important if people understand each 

other. Last, World English is the best variety of English because we need to 

communicate with non-native speakers as well native speakers. Because of 

the four reasons, I think world English is the best variety of English to learn. 

 

Passage 4 – By Li Haolin 
 

In my opinion, American English is the best variety of English. Here are 

four reasons. 

Firstly, most native speakers of English use an American variety, so it’s 

convenient to communicate with these people. Secondly, since American 

English is the variety most used in international business, it has become the 

most important variety of English. Thirdly, it’s easier to learn American 

English, now that most English language films are American. And then, 

since American English has been simplified, it’s easier for us to learn. 

That’s why I’m in favor of American English. 

 

Passage 5 – By Du Xinwei 
 

In my opinion, American English is the best variety of English. Here are 

four reasons. 
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Firstly, American English is simpler to learn. Secondly, it is the variety 

that most people use in international business. Thirdly, since most English 

language films are American, learning it can make us understand the films 

more easily. Fourthly, as America is the most powerful country in the world, 

it’s necessary to learn American English well, so that we can know more 

about high technology. 

In brief, American English is the best variety of English to learn. 

 

Passage 6 – By An Yuxiang 
 

In my opinion, American English is the best variety of English. Here are 

four reasons. 

First, most native speakers use American English. Second, it is widely 

used in international business. Third, most English language films are 

American. Finally, American English is simpler than other varieties of 

English to learn. So, I think American English is the best variety of English 

to learn. 

 

Passage 7 – By Wu Liqiong 
 

In my opinion, American English is the best variety of English. Here are 

four reasons. 

First, because the words of American English are simpler, and most native 

speakers of English use an American variety. Second, the variety is most 
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used in international business. so, when you travel around the world, you 

may need to use it. Third, most English language films are American and 

they have a big influence on us. Last, since the British see a lot of American 

films, they are used to the American accent. 

I think more and more people will use American English. So American 

English is the best variety of English to learn. 

 

Passage 8 – By Xiong Tianjing 
 

In my opinion, American English is the best variety of English. Here are 

four reasons. 

First, American English is widely used in our daily life. Most native 

speakers of English use an American variety. And lots of English language 

films are American. Besides, since America is the most powerful country in 

the world, this variety often appears in international business. What’s more, 

compared with other varieties of English, American English is a little bit 

easier. So it’s more suitable for new learners. In addition, there are plenty of 

famous universities in America, so if you want to receive further education, 

you’d better learn American English. 

As there are some obvious advantages, I’m in favor of American English. 
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A Book Review 
 

Passage 1 – By Luo Xiaoyan 
 

Journey to the West: The Demons Strike Back directed by Xu Ke, is a 

story about four people’s journey to the west. 

The master of them is called Tang Sanzang. The other three people are 

Sun Wukong, Zhu Wuneng, and Sha Wujing. They help Tang Sanzang go to 

the west. They meet a lot of monsters on the way. Tang Sanzang falls in love 
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with a kind monster named Bai Gujing, who is very beautiful. In the end, the 

four people and Bai Gujing catch the Nine Golden Eagles together. It’s sad 

that Bai Gujing dies while protecting Tang Sanzang. 

This film is not only very funny but also very moving and inspiring. It 

shows us that good people usually win and that love and friendship are the 

most important things in life. 

 

Passage 2 – By Bao Anqi 
 

Three Days to See is an excellent book written by Hellen Keller. This 

book gives a vivid account of the ups and downs of her life. Although she 

can neither say nor speak, she never gives up chasing her dream. Everyone 

can get positive energy after reading it. This book is educational and worth 

reading. Hellen’s strong will has a profound effect on the readers. She sets a 

good example to us on how to face the difficulties in life bravely. 

 

Passage 3 – By Xiang Huabin 
 

The Shape of Voice is a Japanese cartoon. It tells a story about the school 

bully. Xigong Xiaozi is deaf. She can only communicate through finger 

language. Her classmates, including the main character Jiangye, often play a 

trick on her until Xiaozi’mother realizes it. Xiao’s mother is so angry that 

she takes Xiaozi to another school. 
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Several years later, Xiaozi and Jiangye meet again. Jiangye is sorry that 

he used to bully her and wants to get her forgiveness. Xiaozi is touched by 

Jiangye’ s sincerity and forgives him. 

This film is meaningful and serious. Its meaning is worth thinking about. 

Bullying exists everywhere. For those who are weaker, we should 

communicate with them patiently and treat them kindly. Don’t bully them 

for fun. 

 

Passage 4 – By Xiang Xinyang 
 

The Miracle of Grocery is a famous novel written by a Japanese writer 

named Higashino Keigo. It tells about a story of a grocery store which is 

located on a quiet street. As long as you send your troubles and problems 

into the box in front of the store, you can get the answers the next day. This 

book not only connects love between couples with the love among families 

but also mix the true life with your dream. Everyone has a dream, but 

sometimes because of many reasons, we can’t go on achieving our dreams. 

However, we shouldn’t give up, the difficulties can be overcome by your 

efforts. The more you give, the better you will get in the future. So, don’t be 

afraid of the difficulties on your way to success. Just keep on walking and 

you can manage it. 
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Passage 5 – By Wang Xin 
 

The book Three Body is written by Liu Cixin, a Chinese science fiction 

writer. The book has won awards nationwide and internationally like Hugo 

Award. Three Body is a fiction with an international reputation. 

The book mainly talks about a story between us human being and Three 

Body, another civilization of the universe. They find us and want to destroy 

us to get our room as their living condition is very bad – they have three 

suns! But at last, we humans win and live in the space. 

I think Three Body is the best science fiction I have ever read. The writer 

gives a vivid account of the dark nature of the universe and the knowledge 

of physics that still does not exist. 

 

Passage 6 – By Tony Stever 
THE STORIED LIFE OF A.J. FIKRY 
 

The book THE STORIED LIFE OF A.J. FIKRY, means “A Book Store 

on an Island” in Chinese. The author of the book is Gabrielle Zevin, born in 

1977. She is a writer who is very young and is deep in love with reading and 

writing. 

The book is, in fact, a novel. AJ is the hero in the story. He is in his 

middle age and lives on an island, running a bookstore. The bookstore on the 

island is a wooden house of Victorian style, with a porch which reads “None 

is a lonely island, every book is a world” … 
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But he is never a lucky dog. A lot of unfortunate things happen to him. 

His wife is killed in a car accident, and his bookstore is in bad business 

condition, etc. He becomes a lonely island… 

When he is about to give up his life, a very cute girl named Maya appears 

in his life. When Maya meets AJ, she is only two years old. Maya’s coming 

brightens AJ’s life, smiles come back to AJ’s face. With the help of Maya 

and many other friends on the island, AJ walks out of the terrible situation in 

his life. 

There is one sentence which touches me much in this book. “Everyone 

has one hardest year in their life, making their life beautiful and vast.” We 

all know it is a cruel world. Life is always full of challenges. In spite of that, 

we should believe that the future is great and everything is going to be okay! 
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Continue A Story, II 
 

Passage 1 – By An Ran 
 

When we arrived there, we found nothing. The captain comforted me and 

said “I am sorry to see that. But maybe they have been saved by others.” 

“Yes, you are right. Maybe they have been saved.” I replied. Although I did 

not find them, I hoped that they could survive. Then Jim and I said thank 

you to the captain, and we left him. 
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When I let the raft sail down the river, I heard something. It sounded as if 

someone was shouting for help. I was so surprised that I paddled over. I 

really hoped that the person who shouted for help was that man lying on the 

floor. To my relief, it was him. I went to pull him out of the water and he 

was so grateful. And from him, I knew that the two men left him on the 

steamboat and they swam away. I was so pleased that all of the three men 

survived. 

 

Passage 2 – By Deng Yuxin 
 

After we sailed for another couple of minutes following the captain, I 

heard some voice which was familiar. That’s the tall man I saw on the 

sinking steamboat. He yelled “Help! Help!” The short man was next to him 

in the river and they were holding a big piece of wood. But I didn’t see the 

man who was tied up with rope. 

The captain asked me “Guy, are they your family?” 

“No, but it seems they are in a danger. We should save them.” I said. 

“OK, but your raft is too small, let them climb on my boat.” answered the 

captain. 

When the two men (swam by me) climbed onto the boat, they saw the 

stolen things. The short man spoke before the tall man shouted and signed to 

him not to speak. 

“Could you please tell me where you got them? They are the things we 

have lost.” He said and pointed at the stolen things. 
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I tried to keep my heart beating normally and said calmly, “I’m sorry sir. I 

don’t know they are yours. I just find them in a boat and there is nobody, so 

I took them away. If You are the owner of them, I will return them to you 

when we arrive at the next town.” 

The short man said OK. When they left, the tall man threatened me. 

“If you tell a lie, I will kill you,” he said. 

I pretended to be frightened. I had had a plan in my mind. I would leave a 

piece of paper on their cabin door (?) which read “I am waiting for you two 

on the bank.” Then Jim would go to the police officer to ask for help and I 

would hide on the bank, waiting for them and make sure they couldn’t 

escape. 

As I imagined, they came and were very happy when they saw the things. 

After a couple of minutes, Jim came with the policemen. 

I walked towards the short man and the tall man, said to them ”I said I 

will return them to their owner, but you two are not!” 

 

Passage 3 – By Fei Jingwen 
 

After a few minutes, we found the steamboat. “Is anybody here?’’ the 

captain asked loudly. Nobody answered him. Then the captain and I climbed 

on to the steamboat, while Jim stayed on the raft. 

As we approached the cabin, I noticed that the light was still burning, I 

became more and more nervous. “Do not worry, they won’t be able to 

recognize me. They haven’t seen me.” I said to myself again and again. 
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When we got into the cabin, I found that the two bad men had died and 

their bodies lay on the floor. And there was a man in the far corner of the 

cabin. The knife in his right hand gleamed as it caught the light. When he 

saw us, he said nothing? What made me surprised was that the captain 

seemed very calm. “Hey, I don’t know what happened just now, but we 

should hurry on now. It’s time for us to leave.” said the captain. “I’ll give 

you a lift to a safe place.” On the way, all of us kept silent. When Jim saw 

the man, he stared in complete astonishment at the man without a word. 

I was so tired that I fell asleep quickly. When I woke up the next morning, 

the man had disappeared, I found a piece of paper which read “Thank you. 

In fact, I’m a policeman. The two bad men told me that they have killed the 

other members of my family. I didn’t want to pretend anymore. And I 

couldn’t manage to make myself remain calm. I was so angry that I killed 

them by accident. The captain knows my identity. So you don’t have to be 

worried about your safety. I know what you have done to the two bad men, 

you are a kind kid in my eyes.’’ 

I felt very curious about what happened and how he could recognize me. 

But I couldn’t know it anymore. 

 

Passage 4 – By Wang Jiyu 
 

When we got closer, I heard nothing. I was a little worried. Maybe the 

three-man was dead. I asked Jim to stay on the raft. I was afraid that he 

would give away what had happened before.  
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The man and I climbed on to the steamboat. To my surprise, when we 

entered the cabin, the man who is tied with rope had become unconscious. 

The other two men were not there. Maybe they swam away, but I didn’t 

know. The man who helped me was also surprised. “What happened?” he 

asked. “I don’t know, my father is here. I can’t see the other passengers. I 

think they had robbed my father.” He believed me. And he helped me to 

move the unconscious man to the raft. I thanked him and gave him some 

things from the steamboat. Jim looked scared after seeing the man. I told 

him to calm down. I was very curious about the secret between the three 

men. But I had to wait for the man to wake up. 

 

Passage 5 – By Xu Yuhang 
 

Suddenly, a flash of lightning appeared in the sky. And then, a woman 

dressed in white with wings appeared above the boat. “It’s an angel!” Jim 

said in a panic. As we were too frightened to stay there, the angel said 

“Don’t be afraid, Huck and Jim. Huck, I know you want to go back to the 

ship to save these three men. But remember, the death of them is the 

decision of the God. And the things on this boat are the prize for your 

daring. Jim, you panicked and ran away when you were on the steamboat. 

What you did almost kill both of you, so you will be tested again in the 

future. I’m gonna go now, good luck.” In a flash of lightning, she 

disappeared, leaving Huck and Jim in panic. 
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Passage 6 – By Zhou Ruiqi 
 

However, the captain insisted on approaching the steamboat to take a 

look. So, we followed him quietly. Suddenly, we heard a man shouting, 

“Help! Help!” I was surprised and frightened. “Who is he? I hope he isn’t 

one of the two bad men.” I thought, “or we’ll probably get into trouble.” 

Although I was a little worried, being blind to his life is not the way I do 

things. The shouting was not far from the steamboat. I paddled there and saw 

a man’s head up and down in the water with his hands waving. “We should 

hurry up.” the captain said as he signed to two sailors to pick him up. 

Ten minutes later, the man is on the captain’s boat safely. I could see 

clearly that he was the man on the floor. “Oh, thank God. “I said in a quiet 

voice. 
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Carnival 
 

Passage 1 – By Bao Anqi 
 

We all know that April is a month which stands for hope and warmth. In 

China, there is a related festival called “April Carnival” 

April Carnival is celebrated on April 18th. Although it just lasts for one 

day, everyone takes an active part in it, especially the teenagers. They will 

wear special costumes to dress up as “yellow bees” “sunflowers” or anything 
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related to April. They walk on the streets to sing and dance in celebration of 

the arrival of spring. The high spot of the festival is the kite competition. 

There are many creative kites made of paper, bamboo, or plastic. When 

these kites are flown into the sky at the same time, it is quite amazing! 

For traditional food, people usually prepare a big lunch. Among various 

tasty dishes, a plate of fish will always be included. For people in Sichuan 

they usually cook the fish with red chili, and the spicy sauce on the fish 

makes that dish juicy and delicious. 

April Carnival in China may not be as noisy as the carnival in western 

countries, but we can sense the beauty of Chinese culture behind this special 

carnival. 

 

Passage 2 – By Zhou Qinghong 
 

Nowadays, many Chinese youngsters like celebrating foreign festivals, 

like the carnival, Christmas and so on. But in my opinion, we Chinese 

should not forget our traditional festivals. 

So, I have an idea about combining Chinese Spring Festival with the 

western carnival, which is called Spring Carnival. 

The spring Carnival is celebrated on January first in the Chinese lunar 

calendar. People 

drink, dance and have parade like Carnival in Rio for this festival. At he 

same time, people follow the Spring Festival traditions by setting off 
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firecrackers, putting red couplets and visiting relatives. Everyone is a part of 

the celebration and has a good time during the festival. 

The Spring Carnival is a multicultural festival and can be considered as 

the combination of eastern culture and western culture. It it also a good time 

to look back over the old year and forward to the new one. 

In conclusion, the Spring Carnival is a traditional and international 

festival. I hope all people enjoyed themselves in the carnival. 

 

Passage 3 – By Tony Stever 
 

Dear Everyone, 

I am happy to share my ideas about the new carnival I created just now 

with you. 

The name of the carnival is Cross Year Carnival. From its name, you may 

probably connect your thought with the new year. As you wish, Cross Year 

Carnival means the end of the old year and the beginning of the new year. 

And of course, it is celebrated on December 31st every year. 

On the evening of that day, every family will have a big meal at home. 

The meal usually contains beer, which people think can wash off the bad 

fortune inside their body. On the table, every member of the family will 

work together to do a very important and meaningful thing. They will look 

back to the whole year and talk about the things they did together, the photos 

they took and so on. They will make a summary of the whole year and plan 

for the next year. 
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After the meal, they will go out to the street and join the crowd. They 

dance and sing to the music of the band playing on the street. It is believed 

that the louder one sing, the luckier one will be in the next year. 

At about 23:59, everybody will stop singing. They will count down from 

10 to 0 with large LED numbers showing on the big screen of the square. 

And that is the high spot of the carnival. 

That is all about the Cross-Year Carnival. I think it is very meaningful 

because this is the day for looking back and looking forward. 

 

Passage 4 – By Li Jiangsong 
 

In China, there are lots of different kinds of festivals, such as Tomb-

sweeping Day, Dragon Boat Festival, Mid-Autumn Festival and so on. But 

there are no carnivals. As for me, I want to set a date for a new festival 

called Game Carnival. 

The Game Carnival will be celebrated on 5th May every year, and it will 

last for only three days. During this period, people can play games which 

they want without being limited. For example, if some people want to play 

the hide-and-seek, there will be safe and small forests offered by the 

government for them to have fun. People can enjoy themselves in the 

relaxing environment. Besides, for some people who are interested in 

computer games, it is the best time to have a good time. 

Although people don’t have enough time to play games on weekdays, 

they can play games whenever they want during the carnival. 
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In a nutshell, the reason why I found the Game Carnival is that I want to 

play computer games whenever I want during this period of time. So it is 

called the Game Carnival. Ha-ha! 

 

Passage 5 – By Xiang Hailan 
 

Hello, everyone! 

I’m in Chengdu on the Tianfu Square. Today is 15th January on the 

Chinese lunar calendar, but it isn’t like traditional China. I’m at the Lantern 

Festival and Chengdu Carnival. The festival was established by the 

government of Chengdu, and the goal is to relax people and push the 

development of the economy. There must be a million people here. 

Everybody is having a good time, except the policemen. 

Many people set off lanterns called “Kongming” into the air carrying their 

wishes to the new year. 

Besides, there are bands from all over China playing various types of 

music, which combine traditional elements of every nation. They’re exciting 

and relaxing. 

What impressed me most is the food. At this time, ”Kuanzhaixiangzi” – 

two famous ancient Streets in Chengdu, is full of people who want to taste 

special food in Sichuan. ”Sandapao” “Longchaoshou” etc. are very 

delicious. All of them are popular. 

Now, I’m staying with my best friends and the celebrations are continuing 

outside. When I’ve finished this email, I will go back to enjoy the carnival. 
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Because it’s the last day for people to stay at home and have a rest. 

Tomorrow will be the day for people to go back to work. 
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The Giant Panda 
 

Passage 1 – By Zhou Ruiqi 
 

Giant pandas, which can be found in Sichuan and Gansu provinces, are 

one of the rarest species in China. They usually weigh 85 to 125 kg and are 

from 120 to 190 cm long. Bamboos are the only food which they feed on. 

However, giant pandas are in danger of extinction. One reason is that the 

climate change and environmental pollution lead to the death of bamboos. 
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As a result, they have nothing to eat but to die. In addition, giant pandas’ 

habitats are being lost to urban development. I’m very concerned about the 

bad influence on the life of wild giant pandas. 

To stop their population decreasing, we can establish more nature reserves 

to protect them. What’s more, we can plant more bamboos where they live. I 

believe if we take effective measures, we can help this lovely animal in their 

struggle for survival. 

 

Passage 2 – By Song Yuhang 
 

Let’s Save the Giant Pandas 

The giant panda is one of the cutest animals in the world. It is regarded as 

the symbol of China. It is a special Chinese species which mainly lives in 

Sichuan, Shaanxi and Gansu provinces. 

Giant pandas feed mostly on bamboos and they sometimes eat meat. 

However, recently, many bamboo groves have been cut down which are the 

home to them. As a result, they don’t have enough food to eat and have to 

find a new home to live in. What’s worse, many of them have died of 

hunger, unfortunately. Also, with the development of technology, a lot of 

harmful chemicals have been produced and the condition of global warming 

is getting more and more serious, which put the giant pandas in great danger 

of extinction. 

So, what can we do to help them in their struggle for survival? First, we 

can plant more bamboos in their habitats so that they won’t be worried about 
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what to eat. Second, we can find and send them to the nature reserves in 

which there is enough food with clean air and fresh water in order to reduce 

the disturbance of them by us human beings. Third, all of us can reduce the 

use of cars and some harmful chemicals, which can help to improve the 

environment where they live. 

Let’s help to save the giant pandas, not only because they are the symbol 

of our country but they are also the friends of us human beings. 

 

Passage 3 – By Wang Jiangyuan 
 

The giant panda is one of the loveliest animals in the world. It is known 

for its black and white colors. It also has big claws with sharp nails. It feeds 

mainly on bamboo and can eat meat. 

As a symbol of China, it is a special Chinese species whose habitats are 

only in Sichuan, Shaanxi and Gansu provinces, in which the food and 

climate suit it well. But because of the increase of population and climate 

change, their main food bamboo is not enough for them to feed themselves. 

So the number of them in their habitat has been reduced sharply. And now, it 

is an endangered species whose population is less than 2,000. We really feel 

concerned about them. 

Thanks to the efforts of the scientists and the government, the number of 

the giant panda is on the increase. But we should also try our best to protect 

giant pandas from dying out because its population is still too small. 
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Passage 4 – By An Ran 
 

As a symbol of China, the giant panda is our national treasure, many of 

which are 120-190cm in length and 85-125kg in weight. Sichuan is home to 

giant pandas which mainly feed on bamboos. Besides, the habitats of the 

giant panda are also in the mountains of Shaanxi and Gansu provinces. 

However, the giant panda is on the brink of extinction and is an 

endangered species. The first reason why giant pandas are in danger is that 

some habitats of them have been destroyed. Second, the reduction of the 

giant panda’s population is the result of the environmental pollution and the 

climate change. 

It is really upsetting that the giant panda is in danger of extinction. I am 

very concerned about the future of the giant panda. How can we take 

measures to help them? We should establish more nature reserves which aim 

to help giant pandas in their struggle for survival. What’s more, we should 

join some protecting organizations to help them if possible. 

Thanks to the hard work of the scientists and many other people, the 

number of the pandas living in the wild is on the increase. I hope that there 

are more and more giant pandas left in the world. 

 

Passage 5 – By Luo Sirun 
 

The giant panda, the symbol of the World Fund for Nature, is a special 

animal species in China. A fully-grown adult panda can be 120~190cm in 

length and 85~125kg in weight. 
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However, they are on the brink of extinction today. Only fewer than 1600 

survive in the wild, including only 5 which have brown fur. The main reason 

why they are endangered is that there are not enough bamboos for them to 

feed on. In addition, they are weak to protect themselves from the climate 

change. What’s worse, their habitats are being lost to urban development. 

I’m really concerned about their future. I think we should do more to help 

them in their struggle to survive. 

So what can we human beings do? First of all, effective measures should 

be taken by the government. For example, it’s a good idea to establish more 

nature reserves and employ some professional animal keepers to protect 

them. In addition, it’s essential to introduce environmental education into 

schools to make students learn to conserve nature. I believe if we can do 

these, there will be more pandas on the earth in the future. 

 

Passage 6 – By Xiang Xinyang 
 

The giant panda is a special Chinese species, whose habitat is mainly in 

the mountains of Sichuan, Shaanxi and Gansu provinces. They feed mostly 

on bamboos. A fully-grown adult can weigh 85 to 125 kg and usually, it is 

120 to 190 cm long. Although the giant panda is deeply loved by people 

around the world, it is on the brink of extinction now. There are fewer than 

1,600 pandas left all over the world, especially the brown panda, the number 

of which is only 5. 

There are mainly two reasons why they become fewer and fewer. Firstly, 

because of the development of the society, the population of people is on the 
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increase and as a result, there is not enough room for people to live in, so 

people destroy the natural habitat of the giant panda. Secondly, the climate 

change like the global warming and people’s activities reduce the number of 

bamboos gradually, so the giant panda doesn’t have enough food to eat and 

as a result, they become endangered. 

How could our later generations know such a cute animal if we continue 

to destroy the environment? So, in order to protect the giant panda from 

dying out, we should do more for their struggle for survival. For example, 

the government can set up more nature reserves and scientists should keep 

an eye on the giant panda and do more research on how to help them breed. 

Also, ordinary people should take an active part in protecting them, like 

planting more bamboo and call on more people to join the team in protecting 

the panda. As long as everyone tries their best to protect the panda, the 

number of giant pandas will be on the increase. 

 

Passage 7 – By Tony Stever 
 

A Panda’s Blog 

I am Tomi, a very cute giant panda who used to live in the wild. But now 

I am being protected in Wolong Nature Reserve. 

I am very beautiful as you can see why. My fur has only two colors – 

black and white. I am 130 cm in length and 100 kg in weight. On average, 

we can grow up to about 120 to 190 cm long and reach a weight of 85 to 125 

kg. I am very proud to be the logo of WWF, known as the world’s largest 

organization for Nature Conservation. 
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Long long ago, our family lived in the wild, where there were a lot of 

bamboo groves in our habitat. But later, more and more human beings 

moved in. They took our land to be their domain, which made us homeless. 

What’s worse, the bamboo groves were cut down by them and were made 

into furniture. As a result, most of my family died from a lack of food. Our 

number dropped to about 1600.The brown panda is my brother, and there are 

only FIVE left. I was really worried about the future of my family and also 

felt very sad to see my family becoming fewer and fewer… 

Fortunately, humans have begun to know the importance of protecting us. 

With the help of their government, our new home —— Wolong Nature 

Reserve was set up and we were moved into it. There, we were taken good 

care of by keepers and we had fresh bamboos to eat every day! 

Thanks to the work of all the scientists, keepers and volunteers, the 

number of my family is now on the increase. 

But nowadays, there are still a lot of endangered species living in the 

world. And I hope that in the future, humans will pay more attention to our 

animals. The world will become a better place if everybody does a bit for the 

environment! 

PS: Many thanks to my classmate Xiang Xinyang, from a conversation 

with whom the idea of this passage comes and who gave me the idea of 

being a giant panda. 
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Fantasy Literature, I 
 

Passage 1 – By Zhou Ruiqi 
 

Hearing the bell ring, Andrew rushed out of the classroom with his bag. 

He couldn’t stand the teacher’s boring lecture anymore! This was a sunny 

afternoon when the school closed. The sunshine was warm and the air was 

laden with the scent of flowers. Everything seemed to be right and Andrew 

was just about to close his eyes to enjoy the sunshine when suddenly the 
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blue sky was covered with thick dark clouds. Then the rain poured down. 

After a few seconds of lightning flashing and thunder rumbling, Andrew saw 

something profoundly alien. 

There was a hole in the sky and it appeared to grow bigger and bigger. 

What he saw made his head swim and his heart thump harder. Andrew 

rubbed his eyes and looked deep into the hole. Eventually, he saw nothing 

but the color of black. Unexpectedly, a defending noise “boom” crashed and 

a bright light blinded him. On getting his sight back, he found himself on the 

clouds and towards him stood a strange building that was shaped like a ship. 

“What’s that?” He shouted in confusion. 

 

Passage 2 – By An Ran 
 

So, the king took the woman back to his palace… 

Several days later, the king married the witch on a sunny day. The day 

was laden with the scent of flowers, and everyone was full of happiness. 

After marrying the witch, the king felt so happy and lucky living with the 

witch without knowing that he was going to be killed. 

One day, While the king was sleeping, the witch put a spell on him and 

everyone in the palace, including his advisers so that they would not wake 

up. As a consequence, the witch became the ruler of the land and the 

kingdom became a place of darkness and fear. The witch controlled all the 

soldiers with her magic powers, and everyone in the land had to bring her 

half of everything they had. 
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One day, a brave man came. People in the land thought him as a hero who 

could help kill the wicked witch. To people’s surprise, the man did not kill 

the witch but took her away. The king and some people who were put a spell 

on woke up. The kingdom was full of peace again. 

But why didn’t the man kill the witch? That’s just because the man was 

the witch’s son. He didn’t want his mother to become so wicked and make 

people lead a hard life so that he made a decision to take his mother away. 

 

Passage 3 – By Fei Jingwen 
 

Tom and Jerry 

A handsome wizard called Tom went out looking around for his tabby. He 

saw it at the side of a boulevard. And the cat was rubbing her head against a 

cute boy’s knuckles. The boy, whose name is Jerry, is a gifted wizard. 

The cat saw Tom and came up to him. Suddenly, the sky grew darker. 

Then there was a blinding flash and the whole world shuddered. Tom was a 

little stupefied. Then he looked around, finding himself in a new world. 

What surprised him was that he was turned into a cat and the boy was turned 

into a mouse. 

Several minutes later, a dog called Jack came, smiling at them. Jack told 

them that everyone who had magical powers should live there for two years 

as a normal animal. 
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Coming to this new world, Jerry and Tom did not take anything. They 

must do something to make money. So they decided to make a TV series 

called “Tom and Jerry”. 

Jack was the director. The TV series told a lot of anecdotes which 

appealed to every creature. It was a big success. Jack had thus attained the 

status of being the first dog to become a billionaire. Jerry and Tom also had 

accumulated a lot of money on deposit. 

Coming back to their world, Tom and Jerry became good friends. In the 

end, they lived together in a cottage. 

 

Passage 4 – By Yang Yuheng 
 

It was the third year that Harry would be in Hogwarts. Harry couldn’t wait 

to get back to school because of his horrible summer spent with the 

Dursleys. On the way to school, he caught a glimpse of a black wolf, which 

was staring at him, the two big eyes shining brightly. Harry blinked, then it 

suddenly vanished. 

On the bus to school, Weasley’s father told Harry that he was in great 

danger because the evil Sirius Black has escaped from a prison and was 

looking for him. When Harry wanted to ask more, Weasley’s father turned 

away. 

It was a day with snow under wizards’ feet and snowflakes falling through 

the air. All of the students would go out to visit a small town except for 

Harry because it needs their parents’ permission but his parents had died. It 
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seemed that Harry was left behind. With a strong sense of loneliness, 

wearing the invisible clothes, Harry went out alone. Following the marks left 

on the ground, on a hill, Harry found their friends—Weasley and Hermione. 

He decided to play a joke on them. He padded across them and suddenly 

shouted. It scared them a lot. But Hermione found out it was Harry. The 

laughter from them spread around the whole hill. Unluckily, the atmosphere 

was quickly broken when Harry was going back to school. He heard that his 

teachers were talking about his parents and Black. He was so cautious that 

he followed them into a cafeteria, in his special clothes. 

He was completely shocked. It was Black who offered Harry’s parents’ 

information to Voldemort. What was more amazing, Black was Harry’s 

godfather. Wearing the clothes, Harry ran out of the door, crying along the 

street, only leaving some marks on the ground. It was great amazement for 

the strangers. But Hermione and Weasley knew that it was Harry. They 

found Harry and knew what had happened. They decided to help Harry to 

take revenge on Black. 

One day, while Harry and his friends were walking on the hill, the black 

wolf that Harry had met before suddenly attacked them. It bit Weasley’s leg, 

taking him into a hole. Without thinking twice, Harry and Hermione got into 

the hole immediately. To their surprise, they found their teacher there. When 

Harry was going to fight against Black, the teacher started to speak. In fact, 

Black hadn’t ever done any harm to Harry’s parents. Who had done there 

was a “pet” ——Weasley’s mouse! 
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The truth came out, but it doesn’t end. When they got out of the hole 

because of the round moon, the teacher became the wolf-man. He didn’t 

know anything at that time. The only thing he remembered is to kill. 

A battle happened among them. 
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Fantasy Literature, II 
 

Passage 1 – By Bao Anqi 
 

Anna is a lover of plants who lives in a very deep forest. In fact, she is 

such a warm-hearted witch that she always uses the magical herbs she plants 

to help villagers nearby. However, every time she offers to give the herbs to 

the villagers, they do not believe her because she is a witch. Although very 

sad, she still asks her close friend Lily Green–a cute elf to give the herbs 
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away instead of taking revenge on them. Around seven months later, 

something unexpected happened in the village. 

It was a snowy day and things were very nice before something bad 

happened. A huge and reddish monster came up to the village. He broke 

many houses using his four big palms just like a huge elephant. What’s 

worse, he caught some children and “played” them in his big and brown 

palms. All the villagers were so frightened that they just stood still and 

didn’t dare to move. The situation was quite urgent and dangerous. Lily 

Green set out quickly to ask Anna for help. 

On hearing the news, Anna, together with Lily, set out quickly without 

wasting a second. When they arrived there, Anna struggled with this monster 

for a long time and managed to put a spell on the monster. Eventually, Anna 

beat the monster, but she was so weak that she fell to the ground. 

“Are you OK?” asked Lily and the villagers. 

“Don’t worry about me.I will be fine in a few days,” answered Anna. 

“We are so sorry for the way we treated you in the past, you are definitely 

the best witch in the world. Can you forgive us?” asked the villagers. 

After hearing these words, tears scalded her eyes. She nodded with 

excited tears running down her face. 

The story aims to show people that we shouldn’t judge others by their 

name, but should judge them by who they are and what they do. Just like the 

witch Anna in the story, isn’t she a good example for us to follow? 
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Passage 2 – By Du Xinwei 
 

Andy—The Witch 

Andy, a beautiful princess living in a big castle, is born with fascinating 

wings. 

One day, while chasing a rabbit in the forest, she finds a handsome man 

with attractive blue eyes fixed on her. For no reason, her heart thumps, and 

she immediately realizes that she appeals to him too. Soon they get married. 

Without a doubt, they should have lived a happy life, but in fact, they 

haven’t. One night, the man goes into Andy’s room with wariness, slightly 

stoops, and then quickly cuts off her wings without hesitation. In fact, the 

man is a prince in another country called Peter, who is asked to get Andy’s 

wings which can turn something dead into alive. Their magical power will 

help him to become the king of the kingdom, So, he appears before Andy on 

purpose to entice her to fall in love with him. 

After losing the precious wings, Andy becomes an ugly and wicked witch. 

But she still has great magical power. She locks herself in her room for a 

long time until she knows that Peter has married another girl and has got a 

baby whose name is Jenny. She suddenly realizes that she should take 

revenge. Using her great power, she steals their baby and takes her to her 

castle. But because of her original kindness, she lets her grow up instead of 

killing her. However, Andy never shows her love for Jenny although Jenny 

doesn’t know anything. 

One day, Jenny falls into a lake and almost dies. On hearing the news, 

Andy is aware of her true love for Jenny all at once. As a result, it is Andy 
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that uses all her power to save Jenny. Thanks to the magical power she 

possesses, finally Jenny is awake! Andy feels such a sense of happiness that 

tears scalded her eyes. She hugs Jenny and murmurs:” I love you, my little 

Jenny.” 

In the end, Peter makes an apology to Andy and returns her wings to her. 

Living together in the castle, which is laden with laughter, Andy and Jenny 

have a very happy life. 

 

Passage 3 – By Zhang Kaiting 
 

The following of the story of Ferdinand in the textbook – NSE BOOK 6 

The frog tells Ferdinand that he has to find the magic sword of the ancient 

warrior to break the witch’s magic and defeat the wicked witch. Of course, 

the process of looking for the sword will be very difficult. But Ferdinand 

still sets out with the frog. On the way, they meet a lot of danger and 

difficulties. They go through the dangerous forest, climb over the steep cliffs 

and meet the horrible bear. Finally, they find the sword. 

At the same time, the wicked witch is ruling the people of the country. 

Ferdinand goes back immediately and into the palace of the witch to kill her. 

The battle is so intense that it lasts the whole day. At one time, the witch is 

about to be beaten by Ferdinand when the witch uses her most dangerous 

deadly medicine and pours it on the prince. Realizing the danger, the frog 

jumps out and saves the prince by knocking the witch over. But 

unfortunately, the medicine falls on its body. Ferdinand is very angry and 
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waves his sword to pierce the witch’s heart. The witch has no time to escape 

and dies at last. 

Suddenly, a white light shines from the frog and then the prince sees a 

beautiful girl in the light. In fact, the frog is a princess and the wicked witch 

takes away her beauty and turns her into a frog. Ferdinand suddenly 

discovers that he falls in love with the princess. But the princess is going to 

die in his arms because of the deadly medicine. Ferdinand shouts and tears 

scalded his eyes. However, no one can save the princess in time and she dies 

in the end, only leaving a smile to Ferdinand. 

Ferdinand becomes the hero on the continent and takes possession of the 

land of his father and of his uncle. But he loses the most important thing in 

his life—the princess he loves. 

 

Passage 4 – By Xiang Xinyang 
 

The Magical Flower 

There is a beautiful island on the sea and a lot of flowers come out when 

spring comes, but they are not normal flowers. They have magic and the 

ability to talk. They can give people power they want or make the dreams 

come true. 

Of course, there are also other creatures like the elves and hobbies. Also, 

there is one kind which called Nancy, who is the owner of all the flowers. 

She looks after the flowers well so that the flowers can help others in need. 

Although she has a lot of magic, she doesn’t hurt anyone. The only thing she 
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likes is to talk with the flowers and give others a flower when they are in 

danger. All the creatures living on the island love her very much. 

But things change suddenly when a bad witch comes to the island. She 

hears the story of the magical flowers and wants to own them. She pretends 

to be hurt and goes to find Nancy for help. Nancy is so kind that she not only 

gives her a flower but also invites her to her home to have a rest until she 

recovers. During the day the bad witch stays in Nancy’s home. She finds that 

if anyone wants to own all the flowers, she needs to have a necklace first. 

She is surprised to know that the necklace is around Nancy’s neck. So she 

starts to take action to steal the necklace. While Nancy is sleeping, she takes 

the necklace away and at the same time, all the flowers lose their lives, and 

no plants can grow, the island becomes a desert. 

After seeing this situation, Nancy becomes angry but she can do nothing 

without the necklace. All the creatures feel sad, but they hear that there is 

also another flower that can defeat the bad witch and bring the island back to 

life. 

However, the flower grows on the other side of the sea and there is only 

one left. After knowing this, Nancy and other creatures set out to find the 

flower. After a long journey on the sea, they finally arrive, but almost half of 

them are injured because of the sharks in the sea. However, Nancy doesn’t 

give up and after four months, they succeed in finding the flower. Although 

exhausted, they are very happy and even better, the magic of Nancy comes 

back when she touches the flower and all of the creatures feel energetic too 

at the same time. 
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They immediately go to the kingdom of the bad witch and have an intense 

fight with the bad witch. But just before the bad witch dies, she tries to use 

her last magic to destroy the necklace; Nancy quickly flies to the necklace 

and saves it in time. Unfortunately, Nancy is attacked by the bad witch. 

After the witch dies, all of them come up to Nancy, but they are sad that 

Nancy is also going to die. They try their best but can’t save her at all. 

Nancy dies, leaving a smile on them. 

The island comes back to normal and although Nancy dies, the flowers 

are well looked after by the elves and hobbies. They live a happy life and no 

one will destroy the flowers under the protection of the necklace. 

 

Passage 5 – By Luo Sirun 
 

The Second Space 

Alan, an eleven-year-old girl, came into a new world by accident at her 

birthday party. The world is called The Second Space. 

All the trees there are as small as bushes on the earth. There are many 

strange creatures with magical powers. The elves, beautiful and intelligent 

creatures who live at the top of mountains can master the weather. The 

hobbits, small and cute creatures who live in the caves can bring life to 

plants which have already died. 

Seeing the alien creatures and the strange scenes, Alan felt very frightened 

but inquisitive. Suddenly, she caught a glimpse of a dark shadow. Alan was 

frightened to close her eyes and hold her head. But curiosity overcame fear, 
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Alan slowly opened her eyes and looked around with a shudder, raising her 

hands to cover parts of her eyes. Hearing sounds of yawning, Alan looked 

back over her shoulder and saw that there was an old man sitting on a big 

stone. He had a very big, black and glossy shell on his back and his hair was 

totally white. To Alan’s surprise, the old man totally resembled her grandpa 

who had already died about 2 years ago. 

Tears scalded her eyes. 

 

Passage 6 – By Zhang Wenqian 
 

Spring in March 

Yuka is the monitor of sunflowers. She has a big garden, which is used to 

plant sunflowers. Every year, when spring comes, thousands of sunflowers 

wake up from winter and begin to grow. Being taken care of by Yuka, the 

sunflowers grow very quickly until their bows reach two meters’ height and 

shade Yuka’s head. 

But this year, the spring hasn’t come now. Yuka’s friend, Lily White, who 

is a little elf and the massager of spring, hasn’t shown up until the sun sets 

down. Lily White makes an apology to Yuka for her two days’ late, with 

exhaustion on her face. 

“My dear friend, why didn’t you arrive until this time?” Yuka asks 

genuinely and advises Lily to have a rest. 

“Emm…Several things happened on my way. Do you want to know?” 

Lily smiles. 



 
88 

 

On the day of spring’s coming, Lily set up early and headed towards 

Yuka’s garden. When she passed a cottage in a forest, she found an old man 

lying on his bed through the window and the man looked very weak. 

“Are you the massager of spring?” The old man asked. 

“What happened to you? Can I help you?” Lily asked. 

“I have been ill for many months and there’s a little time for me.” The old 

man trembled in pain. “I have a wish. Could you please do me a favor? ” 

“Yes, I’d like to. Lily came closer to the old man. 

“I was a flower keeper, and I want to see the flowers in my garden come 

out before I die.” 

That was not a big problem. Lily used her magical power to make all the 

flowers outside the cottage grow up quickly. The vines climbed towards the 

window and beautiful flowers filled every corner of the cottage. 

Lily flew up to the window, and the man smiled and closed his eyes 

quietly. 

“Thank you.” The man fell into sleep forever. 

Lily buried him in the sea of flowers. He will have a sweet dream. 

When Lily woke up from tiredness, it was the second day. She hurried up 

and flew in the sky. Everywhere she passed by, the flowers, grass, and trees 

began to grow. Finally, when she was tired, she arrived at a small town. 
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“What is spring?” She heard a child’s voice. She looked around and found 

the child was speaking towards the air. The child was blind. 

“Spring is a season which shows the beginning of a year,” Lily answered. 

“Season…What is a season? The wind? Or the water? I have been blind 

since I was born, and I have never seen the world with my eyes.” The child 

said in a pity. 

Lily gave a flower seed to the child. “Please spread your hand and hold it 

upwards.” The child did so. Lily used her magic again and the seed grew up 

into a flower in just a few seconds. The child felt the changes of the seed- 

not only its shape but also its weight. 

It was the weight of life. Holding the flower, the child felt the gentle wind 

and warm sunshine. He heard the birds singing and the scent of flowers. 

“Spring means the most lively days”, Lily told the child.” Let’s plant it in 

the soil and it will grow better”. The child nodded. 

The second day passed quickly and the third day came.Lily flew fast and 

arrived. 

“ So you really did your job very well.” looking at her little friend’s eyes, 

Yuka smiles. 

“ Thank you for your encouragement”, Lily replies happily. 

The sunflowers will grow up healthily this year. 
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Passage 7 – By Tony Stever 
 

A Big World In a Trunk 

Chapter 1 

It was a dark twilight when a young hunter named Aaron was hanging 

around in the forest, thirsty and hungry. He hadn’t caught any prey for 

nearly one week. 

The forest is so quiet that it seemed that the young man had to go back 

home with his empty hands again. 

When he was about to give up, he saw a pair of rabbits playing between a 

tree and a rock, about thirty meters away. Aaron was so happy that he 

immediately shot an arrow at them. Without a precise aim, the arrow hit the 

rock instead of the rabbits, which frightened them. The rabbits ran away. 

“Oh, no! My dinner! Don’t run away!” Aaron shouted as he ran after the 

rabbits and tried to catch them. 

Following the rabbits, the young man ran for several minutes without a 

rest. Standing in an unknown area, he was in such a terrible exhaustion. At 

last, not able to keep his eyes open, he leaned against a tree and fell asleep 

within a few seconds. 

Chapter 2 

On the second morning, sunlight traveled through the gap of tree leaves, 

shining brightly He was wakened up by the bird’s tweet. It was the first time 

he had heard the noise of animals in the forest since the beginning of this 

week. 
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His mind danced with the bird’s beautiful songs as he looked up to the 

tree. It was a pine. But it was so different from the other trees in the forest, 

as it was all golden. But what was the strangest thing was not that the trunk 

of the tree was much bigger than those of the other trees but that at the back 

of the tree there was a wooden door! 

With strong curiosity, he tried pushing the door. The door swung open. 

He was completely shocked by the scenery in front of him. In the small 

trunk, there was a big world! Much bigger than the trunk looked like outside. 

Aaron knew that he was at the entrance to another unknown world. 

“What might happen if I walked in? Will I find those two rabbits?” 

thought he. With great curiosity, he walked in… 
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Small Talk 
 

Passage 1 – By Luo Haibo 
 

Hi Alex, very nice to hear from you. I’m very glad that you will go to a 

reception at Chinese embassy there in London. And here is some advice for 

you. 

Firstly, greeting. Chinese people always shake hands when they meet 

others for the first time. But remember not too long. 



 
93 

 

Secondly, body language. Chinese people always stand closer to each 

other, look at the person they meet and smile. But if you stand too far from 

them they may think you are impolite because they always want to keep 

good eye contact. 

Thirdly, making conversations. It’s polite to ask questions about Chinese 

people’s family, home, hobbies and studies. Do not talk about gardens, 

weather, and pets because Chinese people may think it’s boring and they 

may not have any pets or gardens. 

I hope these suggestions can be helpful to you. 

 

Passage 2 – By Fei Jingwen 
 

Hi Alex, 

It is nice to hear that you are going to a reception at the Chinese Embassy. 

You don’t need to be nervous about it. Here I’d like to tell you something 

about how to get along well with Chinese people. 

Chinese and British people have something in common when they meet. 

First, you should meet the teachers and students by shaking hands. Second, 

you can take gifts, but you needn’t if you don’t want to. In addition, you 

shouldn’t look away from the person who’s talking to you. And you should 

try to keep good eye contact. 

Also, there are some differences you should pay attention to. First, you’d 

better stand closer to each other when you talk, or you won’t impress people. 

Second, Chinese people like to eat together. And when you eat, you can lift 
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the bowl up to your mouth. Third, it is better than you find out some factual 

matters which they are secretive about in advance. That way, you won’t put 

your foot in your mouth. Chinese people are modest and shy. So you should 

be more hospitable and seize the opportunity to talk. 

I hope you will find this information useful. Looking forward to hearing 

from you again soon. 

Yours, 

Li Hua 

 

Passage 3 – By Zhou Ruiqi 
 

Dear Alex, 

How are you? It’s very pleasant to hear from you. It seems that you’re not 

aware of cultural differences. But don’t worry, you can manage it if you 

follow my advice. 

First, it’s necessary for you to know about the gestures. When you first 

meet Chinese people, you’re supposed to shake hands firmly and say “Ni 

Hao”. And when you are talking with the Chinese, make sure you keep good 

eye contact, but not stare at the person. You shouldn’t stand far away from 

the person because it’s a little impolite. 

Second, remember that choosing a safe topic is very important. You need 

to make preparations for it, isn’t it? In China, you can ask questions about 

films, stars, interests and so on. What’s more, you must avoid talking about 

gardens because it’s awkward as most Chinese people don’t own a garden! 
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Third, there are also some differences in eating. You may not be used to 

Chinese food, but you can’t criticize it. When you are eating, you need to 

use chopsticks instead of knives and forks. In addition, don’t forget to lift the 

bowl up to your mouth, or you’ll be teased by someone. 

Although the customs of China are a little different from England, they 

have one thing in common. And that is both Chinese people and English 

people are enthusiastic and easy to make friends with. There is no reason to 

be nervous! 

Wish you a success! 

 

Passage 4 – By Li Tong 
 

Dear Alex, 

Very nice to hear from you. I’m glad that you asked me for help. I think 

small talk can help you make friends at the reception to be held at Chinese 

Embassy. Here are a few ideas that maybe good for you. 

First, you can think of a certain relaxing topic to begin the conversation 

with them. In addition, you should be outspoken and give them the 

opportunity to speak. Meanwhile, you should master some listening skills. 

You can use some body language, such as nodding, smiling instead of 

yawning, signing or looking away from the speakers, to encourage them to 

continue. And don’t interrupt the conversation, because it’s impolite. Third, 

learning about some social rules in advance can help you avoid awkward 

situations. On formal occasions, unless someone takes the lead, people 



 
96 

 

seldom talk about private matters, because they don’t wish their private life 

to be violated. At last, change your topics according to the specific 

circumstance. 

In China, age and money are secret. You can talk about the sort of things 

such as sport, music, film and so on. But it’s best to avoid politics, religion 

and other sensitive topics. 

I hope the advice above can help you. Wish you a good time! 

Yours， 

Aurora 

 

Passage 5 – By Zhang Wenqian 
 

Dear Alex, 

Very nice to hear from you. You wrote about the coming reception for 

Chinese students in your last letter, and was worried about your behavior. 

There are so many differences between English and Chinese culture, and 

you need to be aware of this if you want to make friends with the Chinese 

students and teachers. Here are some suggestions of mine. 

First, when you meet Chinese, you can shake hands with them, just as 

greeting people from your country. When you do small talk with them, you 

don’t need to step back if they stand too close by your side—they may think 

you are too cold if you always keep 30 cm apart from them. Chinese look 

into the eyes of the person who they are talking with, and you should try to 
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contact your eyes with theirs. Looking away from the person who is talking 

is a little impolite in China. 

Second, you can talk about many topics with the students, but not 

compare their grades. For the teachers, do not ask their incomes and women 

teachers’ age. 

In conclusion, you won’t make mistakes if you are cautious enough. Wish 

you good luck. Yours, 

Rin 

 

Passage 6 – By Xiang Xinyang 
 

Hi Alex, 

Very nice to hear from you. You mentioned in your email that you are 

going to a reception at the Chinese Embassy and meet some senior high 

school students and their teachers. Your problem is that you don’t know 

what you can talk about with the Chinese people. But that’s quite easy, and 

I’d like to give you some useful suggestions here. 

First, when you meet them, you should greet them by shaking hands, but 

not for too long, which is quite similar to the rules in Britain. So you don’t 

need to worry, but it is better for you to say “Nice to meet you” or “Hi” at 

the same time so that they can feel that they are welcome. Second, you 

should stand close to them, it is very different from that in Britain. If you do 

it like in your country, they will feel that you dislike them, so pay attention 

to this. Third, when you are having conversations with Chinese people, keep 
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eye contact with them, and make some positive body language like smiling 

and nodding. Looking away from them when they are talking seems impolite 

and also remember not to stare at them, for that is a little rude, too. And pay 

attention to the topics you talk about, you can talk with people about their 

family, home, jobs, hobbies, pets, and studies, but don’t ask questions like 

“How much do you earn?” And avoid talking about the weather. Because 

unlike Britain, the weather in China is not very changeable and people can 

know the weather in advance, so it’s a boring topic. In addition, you can also 

talk about sports, music or films with them, then they’ll be happy to share 

their opinions with you. Last but not the least, the eating rules are quite 

important, too. In Britain, people don’t lift the bowl up to their mouths, but 

it’s the opposite in China, you should lift your bowl up, that’s necessary. 

As long as you make some advance plans, you can have a nice meeting 

with them. Hope my suggestions can work well. I’m looking forward to your 

early reply. 

Best wishes 

Lucy 

 

Passage 7 – By Tony Stever 
 

Dear Alex, 

Very nice to hear from you! In your email, you told me that you are going 

to attend a reception at the Chinese Embassy, which makes you worried. But 

don’t be too nervous, because Chinese people are easy to deal with as long 
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as you know some rules. Here I’m writing to tell you something you’d better 

keep in mind. 

Before you go to the party, think of some topics you are going to talk 

about in your small talk. The topics can be related to people’s family, home, 

hobbies, and pets. But keep away from high-risk topics such as age and 

income. 

When you arrive at the embassy, someone will meet you and greet you. 

You are supposed to shake hands with them. And when you are talking to 

someone, stand closer to them than in your country. If you stand too far from 

them, they will probably think that you don’t like them. 

When having a meal, do lift the bowl up to your mouth, which shows you 

like the food. If you have finished the meal before others, don’t leave the 

table immediately. Instead, you should stay where you are and chat with 

others. And if you do have to leave for some reasons, say sorry to the host 

and other guests and then go. 

I hope that my suggestions will be useful for you, and remember to have a 

good time. 

Yours, 

Tony 

 

Passage 8 – By Ren Xiaoli 
 

Dear Alex, 
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Very nice to hear from you! For what you are worried about, I’d like to 

give you some suggestions. 

You can do a little advance planning before going to the reception. 

Although we are from different countries, we also have something in 

common. For example, the way to greet is the same as your country -shaking 

hands. 30 centimeters is a good distance between people who are having a 

conversation. And we shouldn’t ask people about their ages unless they are 

about the same age as us. 

But you’d better be aware of cultural differences. First, we are both open 

to sports, music, films, and hobbies while people in China aren’t very 

interested in the weather. The reason is that we can know what it will be 

from a weather forecast. So, avoid talking about the weather when you do 

small talk. Besides, as politics is too serious, it’s not good for small talk. 

Second, when you talk with Chinese, it’s impolite to look away from them 

while they are speaking. You should keep good eye contact with people to 

show that you are listening carefully. In addition, you need to lift the bowl 

up to your mouth while eating at the table. I know this is quite different from 

your country. 

Anyway, I hope this information has been useful and wish you have a fun 

time at the party. 

Yours, 

Li Hua 
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Passage 9 – By Pan Zaixi 
 

Dear Alex 

How is it going? I hope you and your family are well. I know you are 

going to a reception at the Chinese Embassy but having problems in doing 

small talk. Don’t worry. I’ll give you some suggestions here. 

The Chinese are similar to the English in some ways. You shouldn’t really 

ask people what you don’t know, for example, “How old are you?” or “ How 

much do you earn?” It may turn into a very embarrassing situation because 

people are secretive about their age and don’t want to show off their wealth. 

So, talk about something you’re interested in instead of sensitive topics, and 

you’ll find it easy to make friends with those who have the same interest. In 

addition, you should speak friendly and confidently in order not to put your 

foot in your mouth. 

However, there are some differences you should pay attention to. In 

China, you should lift up your bowl while you are having a meal. What’s 

more, if you are going to a party or an event in China, you have to arrive on 

time or even early. And when you communicate with the Chinese, do not 

talk about the men’s football team, religion or politics. Try to say something 

attractive. Anyhow, make an effort to continue the conversation so as to 

avoid an embarrassing silence. 

Wish my advice can work with you. 

Yours, 

Pan Zaixi 
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Passage 10 – By Xiang Hailan 
 

Dear Alex, 

Thank you for your e-mail. How are you? I hope you and your family are 

well, too. In your e-mail, you mentioned that you are concerned about saying 

wrong things when you go to a reception at the Chinese Embassy. Don’t 

worry. Here are some suggestions. 

First, Chinese people are hospitable. You can arrive earlier to show your 

respect and when you meet Chinese students and teachers, its’ friendly of 

you to shake hands with them saying “Ni Hao”. Second, you should stand 

closer and look at them with a smile when you talk with them. Third, 

Chinese people like eating together and must lift the bowl up to the mouths. 

I know it’s different from your customs, but try to get used to it. Besides, to 

avoid an embarrassing silence, you’d better not talk about the weather 

because in China weather doesn’t change very often, so it”s dull to talk 

about it. Instead, you can talk about topics such as leisure interests, hobbies, 

pets and the latest movies. What’s more, it’s best to avoid sensitive topics. 

Income is a very private matter, so you’d do well to avoid asking how much 

the teachers earn and don’t ask teachers’ age, either. It’s the same as your 

custom. I believe you can do better. 

I hope you will find these suggestions useful. 

Yours, 

Li Hua 
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Ask for Help and Give Help 
 

Ask for Help 
 

Passage 1 – From Someone 
 

Dear Joe, 

Could you help me? My best friend and I had a serious quarrel because of 

some personal affairs. Now she doesn’t talk to me and pretends not to see 
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me when I pass by. I sent her a message to say sorry and want to make up, 

but she just ignored it because her parents and teacher told her that I was a 

bad girl. I don’t know what has happened because I have done nothing 

wrong. I feel hurt and sad. I don’t know what to do. Would you like to give 

me some advice? 

Li Hua 

 

Passage 2 – From Someone 
 

Dear Joe, 

Can you help me? Now I have a friend. She and I can’t eat together since 

we are not in the same class now. So we can’t talk very often, which makes 

me a little embarrassed when I meet her. I don’t know if she wants to end 

this friendship. But I don’t want to lose the friend. What advice can you give 

me? I’m looking forward to your suggestions. 

Yours, 

Li Hua 

 

Passage 3 – From Someone 
 

Dear Joe, 

Can you help me? I used to have a best friend named Sam. We had been 

friends with each other for nine years. Then one year ago, when we 

graduated from junior high school, I said something which made her really 
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painful. Now I’m very nostalgic for the happy time we spent together and 

hope that she can forgive me. But it seems as if she will never forgive me. 

Could you give me some advice? 

Li Hua 

 

Give Help 
 

Passage 1 – By Jiang Yu'ning 
 

Dear Daniel, 

I know you may be nervous about it and it’s difficult for you to change 

the situation. Whatever you do, remember not to criticize him directly, or he 

will think that you no longer consider him as a friend. Then the situation will 

get worse. When people suffer great pain, they’ll be more sensitive. 

I think you can have a talk with him and try to understand him. Maybe 

when he knows that you care about him from the bottom of your heart, he’ll 

tell you about his difficulties. You must tell him that it’s completely wrong 

to steal money. You can show him that you are willing to help him. All in 

all, remember to be very cautious and not to hurt him while offering help. 

I hope my suggestion would be useful. 

Yours, 

Joe 
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Passage 2 – By Wang Jiangyuan 
 

Dear Li Hua, 

I’m sorry to hear that you are misunderstood by your best friend and not 

trusted by her. You are a good girl, I think. Everything will be Ok. Here are 

my suggestions. 

A good or bad impression comes from your daily behavior. You can think 

about your behavior and find if there is any behavior that makes them think 

you are a bad girl. Next, find a suitable time and a relaxing place to talk with 

her, letting her know what kind of person you really are and how to hurt you 

are when she misunderstands you. Maybe you two can know each other 

better and get rid of the misunderstanding. 

I hope my suggestions can help you. Wish you all the best. 

Joe 

 

Passage 3 – By Wang Xin 
 

Dear Li Hua, 

I’m sorry to hear that you and your friend have some problems. You said 

something that made her painful, she won’t forgive you and doesn’t talk 

with you anymore. If you want to make up with her, please follow my 

suggestions. 

First, make a sincere apology to her. If she doesn’t listen to you, write her 

a letter, telling her that you have regretted saying that. Talk to her often and 
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don’t lose touch with her. No matter what you have said, I’m sure she will 

forgive you because you two are the people who know each other very well. 

Besides, you have had such a happy time together. 

I hope you can get her forgiveness and keep your friendship forever. 

Best wishes 

 

Passage 4 – By Zhang Wenqian 
 

Dear Somebody, 

I’m sorry to hear that you have problems with your friend. Best friends 

don’t quarrel with each other because of different ideas. If you don’t want to 

beat him or be beaten by him, try to find a soft way to communicate with 

him but not just make it more difficult for you to make up. 

For your second problem, I think you can try to pay less attention to him. 

If he laughs at you, again and again, you can say “You’ve bothered me a lot” 

loudly after class when there are a lot of people present. Although 

embarrassing others in the classroom is not the best way to solve the 

problem, remember there won’t be any change if no one speaks it out. 

Yours, 

Joe 
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Passage 5 – By Bao Anqi 
 

Dear Li Hua, 

I have known your problem with your letter. I want to tell you the 

problem you mentioned in the letter is quite common among friends. So take 

it easy and here I’d like to give you my personal advice. 

Firstly, you should know silence between friends can be a sharp life to cut 

friendship into pieces. So why not talk to her as often as possible? Although 

you are not in the same class, sharing interesting stories in your own classes 

can be quite useful to avoid embarrassment. 

Secondly, you should learn to cherish the friendship between you and 

your friend. You are blessed with a friend who still keeps in touch with you 

even if she is in another class. So when there are some problems, try to solve 

them in time or they will become big problems in the future. 

Thirdly, making friends is easy but keeping them is difficult because it 

takes two people’s love and patience to “ water” the “friendship tree” to 

make it grow better. So try to let her know your sincere heart. 

Hope my suggestions can help you. 

Yours, 

Joe 
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Music Listening Habits of My 
Classmates 
 

Passage 1 – By Fei Jingwen 
 

Hi, having read the e-mail you sent to me, I also did a survey. I surveyed 

the ways and the reasons they listen to music. Therefore, I asked my 

classmates when they listen to music and how long. 
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There are 22 students in our class. 91% of the students adore listening to 

music and have been listening since they were very young. We are banned 

from listening to music at school, so those who live in school have few 

opportunities to listen to music. The ones who don’t live in school draw 

upon their free time at home to enjoy music. On weekends, the moment we 

finish our homework, most of us listen to songs. And 85% of us don’t listen 

to music more than 6 hours a week. 

We listen to music in many ways. 75% of us use the phone, the rest listen 

to music in other ways, for example, on CD, on an MP3 player, etc. 

Although relayed music loses some of its liveliness, most of us don’t see live 

performances because they are too expensive. 

There are several reasons why we listen to music. First of all, it gives life 

to everyone who listens and offers relief from the cares of the day. In 

addition, listening to music can improve our study. For example, English 

songs have a great influence on our English pronunciation. The same is true 

for other subjects. 

Music plays an important part in our life. We can’t stand living without 

music. 

 

Passage 2 – By Liu Xinhui 
 

Hi! As far as I am concerned, music makes a major contribution to 

enriching our life. It gives life to everyone who listens and offers them relief 

from the cares of the day. So, I especially did a class survey of music today 

to get to know my classmates’ attitude towards listening to music. 
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There are 22 students who are all either 16 or 17 years old in our class. 

91% of the students adore listening to music and 60% of them have been 

listening to music since they were school children. Some of them listen to 

music by phone with the popularity of mobile phones. Others listen to music 

on MP3 players. Hardly anyone uses CDs or radios to listen to music. 

As we are students, we’re not allowed to listen to music when we are 

having a class. Therefore, some students draw upon the interval between 

classes to listen to music. In addition, nearly half of the students who take 

the bus to school listen to music as soon as they get on the bus. It’s said that 

too many people standing together in a small space will make them feel 

uncomfortable and a little out of breath. As a result, listening to music when 

people are taking a bus will make them feel relaxed and avoid feeling 

embarrassed. 

In a word, many students in our class adore listening to music and they 

often listen to music in different ways and places. And I hope more and 

more students will fall in love with music because music is just like a bright 

light shining in our lives to relax and encourage us. 

 

Passage 3 – By Tony Stever 
 

Dear Maya, 

I’m happy to receive your email and am willing to tell you about the 

music-listening habits of my classmates. 
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We like to listen to music together. There is a computer for teaching in 

our classroom. And during the interval between two classes, it’s usually used 

to play music videos. I remember there is a song by Lindsey Stirling, which 

is most frequently played by us. Music is perfect which offers us relief from 

“45-minutes’ hard work”. 

Sometimes, we also enjoy listening to music alone. According to the 

survey, 45% of the classmates often listen to music on their way from home 

to school, or back to the dormitory. They enjoy listening as they walk. Other 

classmates listen to music at a particular time, often before they go to bed. 

They said that music could calm them down and push them into a good 

sleep. 

Among us, a variety of devices are used to listen to music including 

Smartphone, Laptop, Music TV, etc. 65% of the classmates say they like to 

listen to music on MP3, as it’s so convenient. However, some other 

classmates prefer smartphones. 

Yours, 

Tony 

 

Passage 4 – By Xiang Xinyang 
 

As we all know, music plays an important role in our daily life. And here 

I’d like to tell you something about when, how, why and how long people 

usually listen to music. 
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There are 43 students in our class and almost everyone likes to listen to 

music. Some students listen to music on their phones while others prefer to 

listen to it on MP3 players or on the radio. During school days, we also 

listen to music on the computer in our classroom. 

The time we listen to music differs from person to person, 30% of the 

students listen to music as they walk to school or back home. 40% of the 

students choose to listen to music at the weekend when they have spare time, 

and others like to listen to it in the morning. 

Listening to music has many advantages. When we are sad, listening to 

some happy songs can cheer us up. When we feel upset, it can give us 

energy and courage to overcome the difficulty. Most importantly, listening 

to music can relieve us from the cares of the day and make us relaxed and 

calm down. So they are the reasons why people like to listen to music. 

And many of us have been listening to music since we were in Junior 

High School and others even earlier – they started to listen to it since they 

were born! 

As you can see, music makes our life more colorful and more beautiful, 

we can’t stand the life without music. 

 

Passage 5 – By Song Yuhang 
 

It’s believed that different people listen to music at different times, and 

this is true for us. There are 22 students in my class and almost all of us 

show a genuine love for music. 
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34% of us prefer to listen to music before going to school while 56% in 

the evening after a day’s study. 41% like to listen to music when doing 

exercise while 49% like to enjoy music when having a rest. However, about 

91% of us listen to music during the interval between two classes. 

Most of us prefer to listen to music on the phone when we are at home 

and on the computer when we are in the school. Also, some students enjoy 

music by MP3 player wherever they want. 

There are several reasons why we listen to music. First, music can offer us 

relief from the cares of a day. Second, some English songs can help us 

improve our English. 

As for me, I really like light music especially played on the piano because 

it can bring me the feeling of happiness and peace. And my favorite piece is 

called “the Road Where the Wind Lives” by a Japanese musician. I have 

been listening to light music for six years. 

In a word, my classmates and I love music very much. I can’t imagine 

what the life will be like without music. 

 

Passage 6 – By Xie Siran 
 

As we all know, music is an important part of our life. How can we 

imagine a world without music? In order to know when and why students 

listen to music, we have done a survey. 

There are 22 students in our class and 91% of us like listening to music. 

Some of us listen to music before going to bed, while others adore listening 
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to music on the way to school. When we are at school, we sometimes listen 

to music during the interval between two classes. 

The music we often listen to is pop music, and we have been listening to it 

for more than two years. We listen to it on the computer at school. Most of 

us like listening to music on the cellphones. In addition, some students buy 

mp3 or mp4 to listen to music wherever they want. 

The reason why we listen to music is that music can offer relief from the 

cares of the day. It is believed that listening to music can make us feel 

relaxed and help us keep a good mood. 

In a word, music plays an important role in our life. Our class may 

become less lively without music. 

 

Passage 7 – By Xiong Tianjing 
 

Music provides a relaxing atmosphere to our class in the free time. 

There are 22 students in our class. 91% of us adore listening to music. 

Among these students, almost like pop music. And we have been listening to 

some of the famous tunes since the beginning of this term. 

We are banned from taking phones to the school. Therefore, some of us 

prepare an MP3 instead. Drawing upon the computer in our classroom, we 

can listen to music at the intervals between classes when the teachers are not 

present. 

We listen to music for different reasons. Some like the charming voice of 

singers, showing a genuine love for these songs. Others just 



 
116 

 

expect reliefs after stressful studying. Although criticized by the teachers 

regarding listening to music, we don`t take their words seriously. Since 

music makes our life enjoyable and keeps us alive, it`s very important for us 

to listen to music. 

 

Passage 8 – By Zhou Ruiqi 
 

I’m writing in response to your survey. There are 22 students in our class 

and about 91 percent of them adore listening to music. The following is what 

I’ve discovered. 

In our class, different students listen to music at different times. Some of 

us prefer to listen to music when doing their homework while others prefer 

to listen to music before they go to bed. In addition, the ones who don’t live 

in the school can be found to listen to music on the way to school. 

As bringing phones to school is not allowed, the ways in which students 

listen to music are limited. MP3 is really popular with us students because 

it’s easy to take. And the music played on the computer during the interval 

between two classes can also offer some relief to the students. 

The reasons why the music charms the students are various. First, the 

exciting music helps the sleepy students clear their heads. Second, we can 

get some encouragement from the music. Most importantly, it gives life to 

everybody so that we can continue to work hard even if we are faced with 

big pressure. Therefore, we can’t stand the regulated life without music. 
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In our class, most students have been listening to music since they were in 

primary school, and so have I. Music has become a necessary part of our 

daily life. And it’s our genuine love for music that brightens our life. 

 

Passage 9 – By Bao Anqi 
 

Dear Sir 

I feel delighted to receive your email and it is my pleasure to tell you the 

specific statistics in my class. 

There are 43 students in my class. Almost everyone adores listening to 

music. Nearly 85% of us listen to music on our mobile phone and others 

listen to music on the MP3. 

During the day, 60% of us listen to music during the intervals. But for 

some classmates, they prefer to listen to music in the evening especially 

before they go to bed. On average, we have been listening to music for at 

least two hours a day. 

The reasons for listening to music vary from each other. 80% of us listen 

to it for fun and to get relief from the stress. On the other hand, others listen 

to music to help them have a good sleep at night. 

In a word, music is the best medicine to cure unhappiness and sorrow. We 

can’t live without music. 

Yours 

Nancy 
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Passage 10 – By Zhang Kaiting 
 

Music is a very important part of our life. I’d like to tell you when and 

why people in our class listen to music. This is what I have discovered. 

There are 43 students in our class. Most of them adore listening to pop 

music. A few students like listening to folk music. Almost everyone listens 

to music on the mobile phone. But in the school, we are not allowed to use a 

mobile phone. So, we just listen to music on the school radio and the MP3. 

In our class, most of us have been listening to music for 5 or 6 years. We 

share our feelings and ideas about listening to music, which brings us closer 

together. In addition, music offers us relief from the cares of the day and 

reduce our study pressure. We always listen to music when we feel sad and 

tired. After we do it, we feel happy and relaxed. Also, in the evening, we 

listen to music to help ourselves sleep. 

In a word, music is very important for us. All of us like listening music 

very much. 
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Cloning 
 

Passage 1 – By Fei Jingwen 
 

Nowadays, a heated discussion has been held about whether people 

should clone or not. If you had the power, would you ban cloning or would 

you encourage it? 

Some people are against cloning. They think that cloning is against nature 

because it may restrict the biodiversity of nature. What’s more, they think 



 
120 

 

anyone who was a clone would be under unknown psychological pressure 

throughout their childhood. 

However, I’m for cloning. It has lots of advantages which are beneficial to 

human beings. First, it can help couples who find it difficult to have children 

to have babies. Second, it can be used to obtain a supply of stem cells to help 

people recover from a disease. So if we make good use of cloning, it will be 

of great benefit to us. 

So, if I had the power, I would encourage cloning. 

 

Passage 2 – By Du Xinwei 
 

“If you had the power, would you ban cloning or would you encourage 

it?” has become a hot topic all around the world. However, opinions vary 

from person to person. 

It’s generally agreed that the disadvantages of cloning far outweigh the 

advantages. Cloning is not only against nature but also dangerous since 

scientists may create monsters by mistake, which can be out of control. In 

addition, all the cloned animals born so far easily get ill and die quite young. 

For example, Dolly the sheep was cloned in 1997, but it then died in 2003. 

On the contrary, others think they would encourage cloning. First, cloning 

is of great benefit to us humans. For example, if a couple can’t have 

children, cloning could help give them a child. Second, we could cure 

illnesses and repair human tissue from cloning an embryo to obtain a supply 

of stem cells. In that way, we humans can enjoy a healthier body. 
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Every coin has two sides. But from my point of view, encouraging 

cloning should be a better option. Though unpredictably dangerous it is, we 

find it necessary to study and improve cloning. And not only science should 

be developed, but also we humans should look forward to a high-quality life. 

So cloning is needed, for it can make the world a better place! 

 

Passage 3 – By Luo Sirun 
 

Although cloning may be beneficial, there are many reasons not to 

develop cloning. And if I had the power, I would ban cloning. 

Firstly, cloning is against nature. Although cloned crops can resist rot or 

pets, only relying on cloned crops would restrict the biodiversity of the 

breed. Secondly, cloned animal get ill and die quite young. For example, 

Dolly the sheep, which was cloned in 1997, died in 2003. Thirdly, cloning is 

dangerous because criminals may get out of control by having cloned. 

Since there are so many reasons for banning cloning, I am against cloning. 

 

Passage 4 – By Deng Yuxin 
 

Cloning is a controversial topic. In contrast with its benefits, it is also 

harmful. So it’s very hard to decide whether to allow it or ban it. My reasons 

are as follows. 

Firstly, cloning is against nature. If we always rely on a cloned crop or 

animal which can resist bacteria, it would restrict the biodiversity of the 
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breed. Secondly, even if we can have our pets cloned as many people with, 

cloned pets often have health problems and are not identical to the old one in 

every aspect. In other words, cloning can’t bring our much-loved pets back 

to life. So why do we clone an unhealthy and ordinary one which costs so 

much money? In addition, cloning is dangerous. We can’t guarantee that 

scientists wouldn’t create a monster by mistake. And we can’t make sure if 

the monster is accompanied by some viruses which can spread quickly like 

what happened in Hollywood films. We have never been in such a situation 

and we don’t know if the society will be out of control. 

Because of the previous reasons, I would control cloning but not ban it if I 

had the power. I think cloning may play an essential role sometimes. Like 

our nuclear weapon, although it has many vices, we need it to deal with 

some possible critical problems which may be related to human beings’ 

survival in the future. 

I’m also a contradictory one! 

 

Passage 5 – By Tony Stever 
 

In a recent study, a team of Chinese researchers led by Qiang Sun has 

cloned two monkeys successfully. They used the Dolly cloning technique 

and managed to make it work on monkeys. 

It was really a hit in science, and most people were concerned that the 

next creature to be cloned will probably be humans! By the time I saw this 

news, I had just learned something about cloning in my English class. Since 
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I was interested in this topic, I’d like to write a passage to share my opinions 

about cloning with you. I support cloning, and my reasons are as follows. 

Firstly, cloning helps people who can’t have babies. It is hard for some 

couples to have their own babies for some reasons. If a woman can’t give 

birth to children, she can have one cloned instead. 

Secondly, cloning helps to protect endangered animals. Every year 

thousands of wild animals become extinct due to the environmental 

pollution or some other reasons. The news came that the last male Northern 

white rhinoceros in the world died on 19 March 2018. If we had cloned it, 

we could have real white rhinoceros to see in the future. 

Thirdly, cloning doesn’t always mean copying an entire person. Most 

people who tend to be against cloning don’t really understand how cloning 

works. In their mind, cloning is just like copying and pasting something on 

the computer. But in fact, scientists can choose to clone only part of a body, 

like heart, eyes, legs, etc. So for a patient with heart disease who had to wait 

for several months before someone else gave him a hearing in the past, 

cloning can give him a new heart with his own gene in a few weeks which 

will be very helpful. 

In a word, cloning is beneficial to humans as long as we use it properly. 

None can stop the improvement of science, and what we should do is to 

make good use of such technology, or we will die with it. 
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Passage 6 – By Luo Xiaoyan 
 

Cloning is a controversial tropical. It’s hard to say whether cloning is 

right or not. 

It’s agreed that cloning has some disadvantages. Firstly, it is against 

nature. As we all know, everything has its own way of living. Secondly, 

cloned animals get ill and die quite young. It’s unfeared for them to be given 

unhealthy bodies. Thirdly, people are afraid that bad people would use 

cloning to do dangerous things. 

However, if I had the power, I would encourage cloning. My reasons are 

as follows. Firstly, cloning will be beneficial to human beings. For example, 

if a couple couldn’t have children, cloning would help give them a child. 

Secondly, we can obtain a supply of stem cells which can help develop into 

every type of cell in our body to cure disease. This way, humans could 

recover from a disease and become healthier. Thirdly, cloning endangered 

crops and animals can keep the biodiversity of the breed, thus keeping the 

balance of life. Fourthly, if our world were to have a serious disaster and 

many people died, scientists could clone humans by using high technology. 

In my opinion, every coin has two sides. We should try our best to make 

good use of cloning instead of being afraid of it. 
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War and Peace, I 
 

Passage 1 – By Xiang Xinyang 
 

My Memories about World War II 

Yesterday was 6 June 1944 and it was the most unforgettable day I had 

experienced. 

I was a soldier of Able Company. Yesterday morning, we crossed the 

English Channel by boat. When we were 5 kilometers from the beach, we 
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saw artillery shells flying at us, we felt very frightened. But luckily, the 

distance was so far that the artillery shells couldn’t reach our boats. 

However, all of a sudden, boat 5 was hit one kilometer from the beach, 

another boat tried to save them but unluckily, six of our soldiers drowned 

before help arrived, the others were successfully picked up by the boat. 

When we were approaching the beach, the Germans fired more artillery 

shells at us. Another boat was hit too and the soldiers on the other two boats 

tried to get off the boat but the water so deep that they all drowned. 

After seeing the death of my friends, I felt frightened. But I could do 

nothing but go forward. Eventually, we arrived on the beach, exhausted and 

shocked. 

After an hour and forty-five minutes, I managed to reach the beach and 

lay there, seeing dead bodies of our soldiers all around us, blood was 

everywhere and everything was in a mess. I couldn’t calm myself down and 

I was sure that the day would be remembered by me forever. 

 

Passage 2 – By Luo Hongpei 
 

My name is Bruce Ingram, a sniper from England. I will never forget the 

things that happened to me on 6th June 1944. On that day, my lieutenant told 

me my mission was to cover other soldiers after they landed on the beach. 

Before we set out, I was nervous and excited. Although all of us knew that 

the operation was extremely dangerous, we had to fight in it order to defend 

our family and country. 
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When we were about 5 kilometers from the Omaha Beach, the Germans 

started firing artillery shells at us, and we had a great loss. 

Fortunately, we approached the coastline safely. But the battle quickly 

became fierce and bloody because the Germans had strong defenses. 

Quickly, I found a small hill which is suitable for a sniper to take action. 

And I used 98kar to kill a Germany soldier while he was reloading his gun. 

After that, I killed 11 Germans in the battle in total. 

Although they were better-protected than us, we had more troops. 

Eventually, we soldier made a breakthrough and the D-Day landings were 

successful. 

The war is cruel. More than 400,000 Allied and German soldiers were 

wounded, killed or missing. So, we should abandon the thought of war and 

call for peace. 

 

Passage 3 – By Deng Yuxin 
 

It was in 1940 that sadness and death surrounded me, and that’s the most 

unforgettable and difficult time through my life. 

Britain declared war on Germany after Germany invaded Poland in 1939. 

Germany prevented Britain in 1940 when I was 12 years old. I remembered 

the first air raid. I was about to go to bed when exploding sound rushed into 

my ears. I felt the house shook violently and I ran to the window and looked 

through it – the sky was bright in the distance; the house was destroyed and 

there were a large number of planes in the air. Suddenly, I realized what had 
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happened. I went to look for my parents and found people had all gone out 

into the street, shocked and confused. Someone called out “Go to the 

underground stations!”. So I rushed into one of them with my parents. On 

the way to the underground station, we could still hear the sounds of 

bombing, people’s cry was everywhere, and dead bodies lay on the land. 

Hundreds of people died in the bombing campaign. 

When I arrived at a station, there had been a lot of people. I will never 

forget the sad expressions on their faces. In the following 57 days, London 

was bombed every day. Many people were losing their confidence but our 

Prime Minister, Churchill, encouraged us to keep defending our country and 

Britain must win the battle. Thankfully, our few pilots never gave up 

resisting the much larger Germany Air Force, and Germany lost many 

airplanes. So, Germany was forced to stop attacking London. London was 

no longer threatened. 

 

Passage 4 – By Liu Yuling 
 

An Old Soldier’s Memory 

80 years ago，I was just seventeen years old and I was also a British 

soldier. On 15th September 1940, I was chosen to fly fighter planes with 

hundreds of other young men. I was very frightened because I didn’t want to 

die but I had the obligation to fight for our country. 
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After shooting down two or three Germany planes, I was also been shot 

and my plane caught fire quickly. I was just injured seriously but still alive. I 

was sent to the hospital… 

Several days later, I came to myself in the hospital. Our commander came 

to see us and he said:” Thank you from the bottom of my heart. If you had 

not made that sacrifice, Germany would have invaded Britain.” I was very 

happy and thought my mother would be proud of me. At that night, if I 

remember rightly, our new Prime Minister said over the radio: “Never In the 

field of human conflict was so much owed by so many to so few.” 

After months I was cured completely and came back to another company. 

About four years later, our company had received our confidential orders to 

join the D-Day landing troops. We took boats to the beaches of Normandy. 

The Germans were astonished but they quickly realized that we were going 

to land there. They started firing artillery shells at us. Many of our friends 

were killed before they even got off the boat. I heard many bombs dropped 

around me and saw my friends fall into the sea. 

Eventually, we made a breakthrough and the D-Day landings were 

successful, but our friends couldn’t come back. Bertrand Russell said that 

war does not tell us who is right-only who is left and he is right. 

 

Passage 5 – By Chen Xinran 
 

Today was a special day for me. I went to the Battle of German memorial 

ceremony. There I met my commander Jason Boyer. And we recalled the 

Lightning War. 
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At 4 P.M. on 7 September 1940, there were hundreds of young boys like 

me, flying warplanes, from German. We began to drop bombs on London. 

We saw the buildings caught fire. Everything was in a mess. And people 

were shouting and crying. At that moment, my heart was full of guilt and 

fear. After a while of hesitation. I told the commander that I wouldn’t drop 

bombs again. After hearing this, the commander was very shocked and 

angry, I didn’t know what kind of punishment would be given to me. I just 

knew that it was wrong to kill people. So, I jumped out of the plane without 

a second thought. Fortunately, I dropped into a lake and survived. 

Jason Boyer shook hands with me. He told me he really admired me. And 

we talked about that terrible day and showed each other photos of our 

families. 

 

Passage 6 – By Peng Ying 
 

My Nightmares 

It was 4 p.m. 7 September 1940, when my family was sitting together to 

enjoy our afternoon tea, our house shook all of a sudden with a loud noise of 

bombing. We were so frightened that we ran away at once and hid under the 

table. With the planes flying around, the bombs were exploding everywhere. 

One night, as my mom was praying to be safe, I slid to the window, afraid 

that excited. Fires shone brightly and the sky was nearly pink! How terrible! 

The attack continued. But on the fifth day of the bombing campaign, 

everything seemed to be different. My grandpa and my brother were killed 
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when a bomb was dropped on my house. Although others managed to 

survive, all of us were lost in deep thought and we kept silence for a long 

time. “Mom, I want to join the army. If I had the ability to protect you, my 

brother and my grandpa wouldn’t have been killed. So please~” My mom 

nodded her head with a broken heart. Then 3 days later, I was sent to learn to 

fly. 

On 15th September 1940, it was my first time to take part in the war to 

defend my country. There were so many planes in the sky that it was hard to 

tell which countries they were from. “I want to win, I want to win, I want my 

mom to be proud of me!” I thought to myself and fired shells at other planes. 

As I saw a number of planes fall down and catch fire, I didn’t know how I 

felt at that moment, but just repeated the word “I hate the war, I hate the 

war…” 

Now I’m 79 years old, but when I look back at those days, I still feel 

frightened. 

 

Passage 7 – By Gao Qin 
 

When I stand before the memorial which overlooks Omaha beach, I know 

the cemetery contains my comrades’ graves. I can see their names on the 

memorial. How time flies! It has been 60 years after the D-Day landings. 

But I’ve never forgotten that. 

I was only 14 years old when the Second World War broke out in 1939. 

Months later, Churchill was invited to become Prime Minister of Britain and 

he made a great speech, “I have nothing to offer but blood, toil, tears, and 
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sweat.” When I listened, I felt excited and hoped to become a soldier. A 

month later, our army had retreated but we were all determined that this was 

only a temporary defeat and we would never surrender 

On 7th, September1940, it was the beginning of the Blitz. 348 German 

warplanes began to drop bombs on London. I felt the house shaking, and I 

looked from the window. I was frightened but also excited. I dreamed to be a 

pilot and shot all the enemy’s planes down. If they had not made that 

sacrifice, Germany would have invaded Britain in 1940. 

As time passed by I grew up and become a soldier just like what I dreamt 

of. One day, we received our confidential orders to join the D-Day landing. 

When I jumped into the water., it was very deep and many of my friends 

drowned. When I reached the beach, I was extremely exhausted and 

shocked. At that time, I realized the cruelty of the war. 

Two days after D-Day landings, we found ourselves outside a peaceful 

village. After the mess and confusion of war on the beach, we hesitated 

because we were afraid that there might still be the enemy. After making 

sure we were safe, we entered the village and unloaded our baggage. With 

the villagers, we all drank to liberation and to the French constitution. For a 

brief moment, I felt that all the fear and danger had been worthwhile. I also 

remembered my friends who had died earlier that day and realized “There 

has never been a good war or a bad peace”. 

 

Passage 8 – By Luo Sirun 
 

Memories of World War Two 



 
133 

 

It was on a peaceful night in 1940 that German warplanes began to drop 

bombs on London. I was only ten years old at that time. 

I remember that I was eating dinner with my family when the first bomb 

fell down. I was totally frightened because the house shook violently as the 

bombs exploded. I also remembered that the sky was full of fighter planes 

and that I could even hear the noise of those planes clearly. That was really 

terrible. Looking through my bedroom windows, I could see many houses 

were on fire and lots of firefighters were trying to put them out. There were 

so many houses catching fire that the clouds in the sky turned pink. Tears 

scalded my eyes, I thought it was the end of my world at one point. 

After a bomb fell on our street, we went to an air-raid shelter to prevent 

ourselves from the bombs. I’ll never forget this terrible experience. 

Just as Benjamin said,” there has never been a good war or a bad peace.” 

Yes, “if everyone demanded peace instead of another TV set, we would have 

peace.” 

 

Passage 9 – By Zhao Pengyang 
 

The Memories of Anti-War in Berlin 

To our astonishment, the Germans were still fighting against us for many 

days. If they had surrendered when we invaded Berlin, lots of men wouldn’t 

have been killed. Then, I was asked to join the company 7 which fought in 

the most dangerous place. I was excited but also felt I frightened n the war 

because I knew we won’t get success soon. Although many of my friends 
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were killed and I felt sad, I became braver than I used to be. The fire, the 

guns, the enemies, all of them couldn’t stop me fighting. I was fighting so 

bravely when I was shot by a shell. When I awoke in the hospital, I was told 

that the German leader Adolf Hitler had killed himself. 

That meant we had got success. I cried in the hospital, and the message 

brought back lots of memories of my friends. 

 

Passage 10 – By You Xiaohanqi 
 

The Noise of Planes 

My name is Alice, and I have an elder brother called Alex. Even today I 

can still remember the noise of planes during the Second World War. 

Although it used to make me frightened and nervous, now I think it is a 

warm memory for me to recall my brother. 

When the war began, we lived in London which was the most dangerous 

place because at that time, almost every day, I could hear the noise of planes, 

bombing. Every time I felt frightened, Alex came and hugged me, telling me 

he would protect me. Some days later, Alex joined the army and became a 

pilot of fighter planes—he wanted to defeat the enemies so that I could never 

hear the noise. He was so hard-working that he could join the battle of 

Britain at such a young age. He tried his best to fight against German 

soldiers. If Alex had not run out of energy, he would still be alive. 

I used to watch planes in the sky at that time. I wanted to see him and his 

planes. But I just saw those planes shot each other. How dangerous it was! I 
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was terrified. If I was braver, Alex might not be in danger. So I hated myself 

very much. One day, I received a letter which was written by Alex, it said, 

“Dear Alice, I’m voluntary to be a pilot because I think I’m a man, I have 

the duty to protect our country and you. If I died, you should not condemn 

yourself and you’d better take good care of our parents. Don’t disappoint 

me.” 

After that day, I changed completely. I tried to help my father to find 

underground stations, listened to Churchill’s speeches and encouraged 

people to fight, and did many things which I didn’t dare to do before. I just 

didn’t want to disappoint him. When Britain succeeded, I cried loudly, but 

then I couldn’t help smiling. Alex, your sacrifice was worthwhile, our 

country, our parents and I, were all safe now. 

This is my memorable memory. Although the war was cruel, something 

good would happen. 

 

Passage 11 – By Bao Anqi 
 

As an old saying goes: “There has never been a good war or bad peace” 

As an Englishman who had experienced the Blitz in London, I surely know 

how important the peace is! 

I was only 12 years old then. It was such a wonderful afternoon that the 

blue sky was covered with red rays of evening sunlight. But soon the 

nightmare came That afternoon, I was hanging out with my friends when the 

bombing began. 
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At first, I heard the noise of fighter planes and then the planes started to 

drop bombs. The street was brightly lit by the fire of the burning houses and 

explosion. It was so frightening and everything was in a great mess. My 

family went to the underground stations where it was safer. We spent our 

nights there. What I remembered most clearly were the speeches which were 

given by our Prime Minister Churchill. In other words, it was his 

encouraging words that helped all the citizens to go through a hard time. 

Today, in the afternoon, the sky can also be covered with red rays from 

the sun which shines upon the floating clouds. But I do not wish another war 

break out again in the world. 

 

Passage 12 – By Li Yihong 
 

I will never forget the day when German war. planes began to drop bombs 

on London. 

I was ten years old at that time. The first bombs fell a long way from my 

house. But I remember that the house shook. There was chaos when the first 

bomb fell but after a few nights, we got used to it. I also saw fires in the 

distance. London was on fire all around me. There were so many fires that 

clouds in the sky turned pink. It was very unforgettable. 

Our family moved into the underground station every night to sleep. It 

was safe and our neighbors sleep down there and everyone helped each other 

too. In fact, in a strange way, it was exciting and quite fun. 
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War and Peace, II 
 

Passage 1 – By Xie Siran 
 

My name is Daniel, and I come from America. When I was 18 years old, 

the Second World War broke out. 

My father, my two elder brothers and I were asked to join the army to 

fight against the Axis Powers. We were in different companies. 
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On the morning of 6 June 1994, we took part in the D-Day landings. 

Following our commanders, we crossed the English Channel by ship, and 

many soldiers were killed before they even got off the ships. The soldiers in 

the company which I joined attempted to land in the most dangerous place, 

known as Omaha Beach. As we were 5 kilometers from the beach, the 

Germans started firing artillery shells at us. Some people were wounded or 

killed because of this. As a result of the deep water, a lot of people drowned. 

Although this operation was extremely dangerous, we made a breakthrough 

and the D-Day landings were successful. But unfortunately, my father died 

in the deep water and his body was never found. 

Many years have passed, but I still remember seeing dead people and 

crying children on the ground and hearing the sound of bombs and guns. I’ll 

never forget the land dyed red with blood. It made me feel sad and lucky that 

only my mother and I were left at home after the Second World War. I 

always wonder whether I would know life was so fragile if I hadn’t joined 

the army and fought in the war 

War is cruel, and peace is precious. Just as Benjamin Franklin said, 

“There has never been a good war or a bad peace.” And he is right. 

 

Passage 2 – By Wang Jiyu 
 

The diary of a soldier 

September 9, 1939 



 
139 

 

Today, Britain declared war on Germany after Germany invaded Poland. I 

decided to join the army, which made my mother worried but proud. I hope 

that I would survive because if I were killed, my mother would be sad. 

September 7, 1940 

What bad news! I heard that German warplanes began to drop bombs on 

London. My mother still lived in London! I wished I hadn’t left her so that I 

could protect her. I could do nothing but try my best to fight against 

Germany. 

November 10, 1942 

We have already won some important battles. I thought we were about to 

win. But the prime minister gave a speech that calmed us. He said:” Now 

this is not the end. It’s not even the beginning of the end”. I missed my 

mother very much. I want to stay with her and talk about my experience. 

Strangely, I haven’t received her letter for a year. 

June 5, 1944 

We received our confidential orders to join the D-Day landing troops. The 

US army commanders thought about abandoning the invasion but how can 

we give up? We will make a breakthrough by using our blood, toil even 

lives. 

PS, These diaries were found on the Omaha beach without the 

name of the owner. 
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Passage 3 – By Song Yuhang 
 

My name is David. I used to be a soldier from England. And I still 

remember the D-Day landings clearly. 

It was on the early morning of 6 June 1944, and I was on boat 5. When we 

are one kilometer away from the beach, we heard the sound of guns. Six of 

my friends were killed before they could hide somewhere, and then they 

drowned. I called out their names sadly, but there was no response. Our 

leader commanded that we should jump into the water in order to avoid 

being shot. Then all of us abandoned the boat and jumped into the water. 

However, the water was really cold because of the low temperature in the 

early morning! Several minutes later, I felt so tired as if I would drown soon 

and I could hear nothing but my heart beating and the horrible sound of the 

sea. I closed my eyes and thought about nothing. And then I vaguely heard 

someone shouting: “Look! Someone is in the water!” However, I fell into a 

coma… 

When I woke up, I found myself in a small room, and it seemed like a 

room of common people. I stood up and went out. To my surprise, my 

friends who were also on the boat 5 were all there! One of them said: “Wow! 

Thank god, you have woken up! Come on, guys! Let’s have a party!” I 

smiled and asked:” Thank you, Emma… Why are we here? Has the war 

been over?” To my great astonishment, they answered: “Yes!” At that time, 

I felt a great feeling of relief. 

Peace is so valuable. Just as Benjamin Franklin said: “There has never 

been a good war or a bad peace” 
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Passage 4 – By Su Yang 
 

Monday, September 20th, 1939 

It is raining now, though my children have been away from me for several 

hours, I have begun to miss them. I wonder if they are cold on this rainy day. 

As Germany occupied our country, all my sons were asked to join the 

army today. On the one hand, as the mother of four children, I am very 

worried about their safety. On the other hand, as a member of our national 

citizens, I also want them to be real men to protect our country instead of 

hiding in our little village. 

This afternoon when I said goodbye to them, I tried my best to avoid 

crying in front of them. But when the train started to move, I suddenly broke 

down and burst into tears. 

Wish them well. 

Sunday, September 7th, 1940 

Today is a frightening day. The clouds in the sky turned pink because of 

the fires, the skies are full of planes, and I could hear the sound of falling 

bombs. 

The war became more and more violent. I fell asleep every night with the 

sound of a drop of bombs. Now I miss my children very much. And I deeply 

hope that all of them are still safe. 

God bless us! 

Friday, June 10th, 1945 
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Now it is late afternoon the sun is setting on a perfect country scene. 

People in the street were all cheering for the peace of the village after the 

mess and confusion of war, and everyone gathered around the heroes to 

shook hands with them and all of them were very happy except me. 

Oh! It’s me! It’s me who led them to the death. If I hadn’t insisted they 

should join the army, they would still be alive. I wish that I hadn’t asked 

them to join the army. I wish that they hadn’t listened to me. I wish that they 

were still alive. I wish… 

Now I have nothing to describe the pain in my heart. And I deeply 

understand the saying “There has never been a good war or a bad peace.” I 

want peace and my sons back alive… 

PS, A diary from a woman who lived through the Second World War. 

 

Passage 5 – By Fei Jingwen 
 

In September 1939, Britain declared war on Germany. Winston Churchill 

came into power the following year. I have two sons. One joined the army 

after he heard Churchill’s speech on 18 June 1940. The other one stayed 

with me because he was too young to be a private. 

In September 1940, German warplanes began to drop bombs on London 

where my family lived. I remember seeing fires in the distance. At one point, 

I thought I would die. Luckily, all my family was safe. The bombing 

campaign lasted until May 1941. 
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Then, things became better. In two years, Germany began to lose some 

important battles. And I remember Churchill said: “Now, this is not the end. 

It is not even the beginning of the end. But it is, perhaps, the end of the 

beginning.” His words inspired me to be brave in the face of difficulties. In 

1944, I received a letter from my son who was in the army. He told me that 

he would join a confidential operation. Later, I knew this operation was D-

Day landing from the newspaper. I could do nothing but give best wishes to 

him. Several months later, the war ended and my son came back, exhausted 

but safe. If I remember rightly, I helped him to shave and cut hair that day. 

My family had a big party. We drank to liberation. 

In 1948, my younger son became a United Nations’ peacekeeper. Wearing 

a sky-blue helmet, he was really handsome. I am proud of both my sons. 

If the war hadn’t broken out, we wouldn’t have known the beauty and 

value of peace. 

 

Passage 6 – By Zhou Ruiqi 
 

My Memory of WWII 

Standing in front of the graves of my lost comrades in France, I can’t help 

thinking about that period of time when I fought against the Germans. 

Although it has been 79 years since the Second World War began, it is still 

my worst nightmare. 

Born in London, I used to have a happy childhood. If I remember rightly, 

it was on 7 September 1940 that everything was completely changed. A 



 
144 

 

bomb was suddenly dropped on our house and our house began to shake 

violently. My family and I rushed out, shocked and scared. The street, which 

used to be quiet and peaceful before, was filled with people’s shouting and 

crying. I was watching the sky that turned pink because of the burning 

houses and felt terrified and hopeless when a man’s voice came to my mind, 

“In years to come, men will say, ‘This is their finest hour.’” That was the 

sentence by Churchill that I heard on the radio a few months ago. At that 

moment, I determined to become a soldier. 

Then four years later, I became a member of Able Company. After 

receiving our confidential orders to join the D-Day landing troops, we took 

several boats to the French Coast to fight for France’s liberation. This 

operation was extremely dangerous because the Germans kept firing artillery 

shells at us. Many of my comrades died just beside me and I was also 

injured. Blood was pouring out of my wounds. I had no choice but to jump 

into the water. Luckily, I was picked up by another boat or I had already 

drowned. 

War can never be a good thing. It can offer nothing but blood, confusion, 

and death. My comrades’ sacrifice gives us a peaceful life and I will value it 

forever. 

 

Passage 7 – By Xiang Yuexia 
 

I’ll never forget experiencing the Second World War. 

The Second World War broke out in September in 1939, after Germany 

invaded Poland. If I remember rightly, at 4m. on 7 September 1940, 348 
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German warplanes began to drop bombs on London. After that, London was 

bombed continuously for 57 days and the attacks known as the Blitz 

continued into the following year. To inspire people to remain brave in the 

face of Nazi Germany, Winston Churchill, a well-known statesman, made 

many fine speeches. One of his famous lines was, “ Now this is not the end. 

It is not even the beginning of the end. But it is, perhaps, the end of the 

beginning.” His words greatly encouraged the country to fight against the 

Nazi enemies. 

I remember that our troops landed on the Omaha Beach in Normandy in 

1944. Soldiers jumped into the water a few meters from the beach to reach 

it. But many were wounded and even blown up by artillery shells. The 

military operation made a breakthrough eventually and was the beginning of 

the end of the Second World War. As we know, the war ended in 1945 as 

Japan surrendered to China. 

To remember history, people often go to war memorials and hold many 

war memorial ceremonies. For me, I always think of my dead friends and 

wish that there would never be wars in the world again. 
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After-school Activities 
 

Passage 1 – By Fei Jingwen 
 

After-class activities are activities that take place outside classroom 

lessons. Nowadays, after-class activities are becoming more and more 

popular in high schools. So, it is in our school. 
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Our school provides a wide variety of activities which are waiting for you 

to take part in. For example, photography club, nature club and so on. You 

can choose any club you like. 

I used to join the basketball club. The club introduced me to my passion 

for sports and developed my athletic talents. It helped me learn how to get 

on with people and know the importance of teamwork. Also, it taught me to 

compete successfully. 

I have some advice for students who are willing to join a club. First, you’ 

better choose a club you are interested in. Only by doing something that 

attracts you can you have great fun. Second, time is an important part you 

should consider. If you take part in an activity which takes you a lot of time, 

you might be tired of it. In my view, you’d better find a club which suits 

your schedule. 

Also, I have a suggestion for our school. I think our clubs need more 

professional help. So, more teachers are needed to give students training and 

help students to settle some problems. 

As far as I’m concerned, taking part in after-school activities is the 

highlight of high school days. I do hope all the students will join a club and I 

believe you will find it interesting. 

 

Passage 2 – By Liu Xinhui 
 

After-class activities are activities that take place outside classroom 

lessons. Nowadays, after-class activities are becoming more and more 
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popular in high schools. For example, our school offers a number of after-

class activities -Basketball Club, Painting Club, Debating Club and so on. 

And I take part in the Photography Club which introduced me to my passion 

for photography. Besides, taking part in this after-class activity really 

developed my talent for taking beautiful photos. What’s more, I can even 

make money and friends by photographing for others. 

As far as I’m concerned, after-class activities are really interesting and 

useful. And here is some of my advice for students who want to take part in 

these activities. First, if you are keen to take wonderful pictures, come to 

join us and enjoy the pleasure of photography with us! Furthermore, if you 

are interested in serious discussion, the Debating Club is suitable for you. 

And there are so many other wonderful clubs waiting for you to join and you 

can know more about different clubs from the school’s billboard. 

Although our school offers many after-class activities, it’s a great pity that 

we don’t even have a cheerleading squad. So, I suggest that our school 

should have a cheerleading squad and invite professional cheerleading to 

give students some training. 

 

Passage 3 – By An Ran 
 

Nowadays, after-class activities are becoming more and more important in 

high school. Schools and students pay more attention to after-class activities, 

which take place outside classroom lessons. 

Our school has some after-class activities. For example, dancing is one of 

the most popular after-class activities in our school. Besides, there are 
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competitive sports, including basketball and football. I have already taken 

part in several after-class activities, including running. I have benefited a lot 

from running, which makes me stronger and healthier. 

I think it is a good idea for students to join the debating club. In my view, 

debating can help students develop speaking skills, which is very useful and 

of much importance. In fact, I think our school should offer more kinds of 

after-class activities, such as drawing and singing. In addition to this, I think 

our school should offer students more time to enjoy after-class activities. 

In conclusion, after-class activities can help students develop social skills 

and teach students how to compete successfully. I hope all the students will 

enjoy them and benefit a lot from them. 

 

Passage 4 – By Zhou Ruiqi 
 

After-school activities are activities that take place outside classroom 

lessons. Nowadays, after-school activities are becoming more and more 

popular in high schools. In our school, various after-school activities are 

offered to Senior 1 and Senior 2 and students take an active part in them. 

Take me as an example. I have been a member of basketball club for 

years. When playing basketball with my teammates, I improve my skills and 

at the same time, I’m taught the spirit of teamwork. What’s more, it is also 

there that I meet many people who have the same hobby, and one of them is 

still my best friend. 
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After-school activities are a necessary part of a student’s school life and 

choosing a suitable activity can provide students with more fun, so I suggest 

that all the students should take an active part in them. For students who are 

interested in growing plants, then nature club will be a better choice. For 

students who want to develop their communication skills, it’s a good idea to 

join debating club. In a word, we should choose one depending on our 

interests and demands. 

As far as I’m concerned, I suggest the school should also encourage 

students of Senior 3 to take part in after-school activities. Academic 

achievements are important and so are after-school activities. Students of 

Senior 3 are under a lot of pressure, so it seems that it’s very essential to 

offer them an opportunity to relax. 

 

Passage 5 – By Bao Anqi 
 

After-school activities are activities that take place outside the classrooms. 

The popularity of after-school activities peaked in recent years. Many 

schools hold various after-school activities to improve their students’ 

intellectual and social skills. Our school is not an exception. 

In our school, we have a dancing club, singing club and drawing club for 

art lovers. In addition, we also have basketball and football clubs for sports 

lovers, especially for those dynamic teenage boys. Students who take part in 

these clubs can have great fun and learn more things which the textbooks do 

not mention. For example, I’m a member of the drawing club in our school. 

By joining the drawing club, I could get an opportunity to express my 
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feelings via drawing different kinds of pictures. In other words, it doubles 

the happiness and half the sorrow. What’s more, I learn many good friends 

there and I have also learned a lot from them. 

In my view, both students and schools should take an active part in after-

school activities. Whichever clubs students choose mostly depends on your 

own interest. That is because only when you are interested in that project can 

you develop your talents and improve yourself in the club. At last, I do wish 

there is a nature club in our school, for it not only brings the students a 

chance to be closer to nature but also makes their minds “greener” and know 

the importance of protecting the environment. 
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An Ethnic Group 
 

Passage 1 – By An Ran 
 

The Jinuo ethnic group has a population of around 18,000, and their 

native region is the Jinghong area of Yunnan. They speak a Chinese Tibetan 

language which has no written script. But in fact, Chinese is mostly spoken 

today. 
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They have an agricultural economy and make a living by fishing and 

farming. Their main crops are rice, maize, and tea and their staple foods are 

rice, maize, and beans. They have three meals a day. They have breakfast 

and supper at home, but they eat lunch on their farmland. 

Their houses, which are often built of bamboo or wood, are built on 

mountain slopes. People with the same surname share the same house, which 

can hold 20 or 30 families. The upper floor is the living area, and animals 

are kept on the ground floor. 

The Jinuo ethnic group have their own costumes. Women wear colorful 

jackets and short black skirts while men usually wear short white jackets and 

white or blue trousers. They are expert in singing and dancing. And the drum 

is a very important instrument to them. During the Sun-drum Dance which is 

held in December, older people play a special drum, and other people dance 

around the drum. 

The life of the Jinuo ethnic group is wonderful and the place where the 

Jinuo ethnic people live is worth visiting. 

 

Passage 2 – By Fei Jingwen 
 

The Jinuo ethnic group is made up of 18,000 people who live in Jinghong 

area of Yunnan. They speak a Chinese-Tibetan language with no written 

script. However, Chinese is mostly spoken today. 

The Jinuo have an agricultural economy an most of them live by farming 

and fishing. Their main crops being rice, maize, and tea, their staple foods 
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are rice, maize, and beans, and they have three meals a day. They have 

breakfast and supper at home whereas lunch on farmland. Their houses are 

built on mountain slopes, which are made of bamboo or wood, and can hold 

20 or 30 families who share the same surname. The living area is on the 

upper floor and the ground floor is used to keep animals. 

Traditionally, the Jinuo women wear colorful jackets and short black 

skirts, while the men wear short white jackets and white or blue trousers. It’s 

generally agreed that the Jinuo are expert in singing and dancing. Held in 

December, the Sun-drum Dance is very special, in which the drum is a very 

important instrument. During the festival, some older people play a special 

drum while others dance around the drum. 

 

Passage 3 – By Jiang Yu’ning 
 

The Jinuo ethnic group is made up of around 18,000 people. Their native 

region is the Jinghong area of Yunnan. The Jinuo have their own Chinese-

Tibetan language which has no written script; however, Chinese is mostly 

spoken today. They are living by farming and fishing and they have an 

agricultural economy, their main crops being rice, maize, and tea. Their 

staple foods are rice, maize, and beans. The Jinuo usually have three meals a 

day. They have their breakfast and supper at home and their lunch on 

farmland. 

There are many houses which are made of bamboo or wood built on 

mountain slopes. The Jinuo have a tradition of sharing the same house with 

20 or 30 families who have the same surname. In their house, the upper floor 
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is their living area and the ground floor is for keeping animals. The Jinuo 

prefer to wear their traditional costume – the women wear colorful jackets 

and short black skirts and the men wear short white jackets and white or blue 

trousers. 

The drum plays an important role in the Jinuo’s musical culture. Known 

as good singers and dancers, they have their Sun-drum Dance in December 

during which the older people play a special drum and people dance around 

the drum. 

 

Passage 4 – By Xie Siran 
 

Having a population of around 18000, the Jinuo ethnic group’s native 

region is Jinghong area of Yunnan. The Jinuo has their own language – a 

Chinese-Tibetan language, which has no written script. However, Chinese is 

mostly spoken now. 

The Jinuo has an agricultural economy, their main crops being rice, 

maize, and tea. They make a living by farming and fishing. Their staple 

foods are rice, maize, and beans. They have three meals a day. They eat 

breakfast and supper at home and lunch on farmland. Built on mountain 

slopes, the Juno’s houses are usually made of bamboo or wood. People with 

the same surname share the same house, as the house is large enough to hold 

20 or 30 families. The upper floor of the house is the living area, and the 

ground floor is used to keep animals. 

The Jinuo women wear colorful jackets and short black skirts while the 

Jinuo men wear short white jackets and white or blue trousers. Known as 
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good singers and dancers, the Jinuo people have a talent for music and the 

drum is a very important instrument for them. They have a Sun-drum in 

December. At that time, the older people play a special drum and others 

dance around the drum. 

 

Passage 5 – By Peng Ying 
 

The Jinuo ethnic group have a population of around 18,000, and they 

mainly live in the Jinghong area of Yunnan. They used to speak a Chinese -

Tibetan language with no written script. However, Chinese is mostly spoken 

today. They have an agricultural economy and mainly live by farming and 

fishing. Their main crops are rice, maize, and tea. And their staple foods are 

rice, maize, and beans. They also have three meals a day with breakfast and 

dinner at home and lunch on their farmland. 

Because of the climate and mountainous feature, their houses are built on 

mountain slopes and made of bamboo or wood. People with the same 

surname share the same house –sometimes 20or 30 families live together. 

They usually build a two-floor house. The upper floor is for living area and 

the ground floor is for keeping animals. 

The Jinuo ethnic group have their costume. Women wear colorful jackets, 

short black skirts and the men there wear short white jackets and white or 

blue trousers. The Jinuo people are known to be good at singing and 

dancing. And the drum is a very important instrument. In December they 

will have a Sun -drum Dance, during which the older people play a special 

drum, with other people dancing around. 
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I Wish, I 
 

Poem 1 – By Du Zhuoyin 
 

I wish people could say hi to me across the river 

And we go together to see the flower 
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Poem 2 – By Luo Sirun 
 

I wish I were a millionaire 

And have my personal air 

 

Poem 3 – By Wang Xin 
 

I wish I could sleep all day long 

Like pigs that don’t study and don’t run 

 

Peom 4 – By Ye Binyan 
 

I wish people would respect my choice 

Although I have some unhappy experience 

If only people could respect it 

I would much appreciate it 

 

Poem 5 – By Zhang Wenqian 
 

I wish I were a bird singing aloud 

Flying in the sky like a white cloud 

I wish it would land by my window 
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So quietly for me to take a photo 

I wish it would fly high 

Till the day when I die 

 

Poem 6 – By Xiang Hailan 
 

I wish sunshine could light the shadow 

Send lights through the blue window 

So that I could see the blue sky 

When I look into the girl’s eye 

 

Poem 7 – Pan Zaixi 
 

I wish people could take their responsibility 

Try challenging to welcome the impossibility 

I wish I could rush out of the crowd 

Fly to the sun shining behind a cloud 

 

Poem 8 – By Du Xinwei 
 

I wish I could have a big house 

Where I don’t see any mice 
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I wish I could have a pretty dress 

Which doesn’t leave me in a mess 

I wish I could have a cute dog 

Whose name will be Mog 

I wish I could have a healthy body 

So that I can live happily with my daddy 

 

Poem 9 – By Gao Qin 
 

I wish people could throw away their mobile phone 

So that they would not feel so alone 

 

Poem 10 – By Xiang Xinyang 
 

I wish I could be a flower 

So that I can make people happier 

I wish I could be a waterfall 

So that I can make nature more beautiful 
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Poem 11 – By Liu Lian 
 

I wish I could be 

A whale in the sea 

Chatting with the fish 

Chasing after spray 

I wish I could be 

A sparrow on the tree 

Circling around the fountain 

Flying above the mountain 

How I wish I could be 

A little vigorous seed 

That takes spring to your lawn 

With a smile that can be seen 
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I Wish, II 
 

Poem 1 – By Zhou Ruiqi 
 

I wish I could be a fish 

Swimming in the deeps sea 

If only someone could come with a torch 

Bring light to the scene 
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Poem 2 – By Wu Sijin 
 

I wish I could be a star 

That tries my best to light the dark 

I wish I could be a bird 

That visit every place in the world 

 

Poem 3 – By Su Yang 
 

I wish I can go through the forest 

See the sky and the light 

If only I can make it outside 

Anyone can be my guide 



 


